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‘¥F YOU are interested in the convincing presenta- 
tion of a theme, there is much to be learned from 
The thenris to 


very suggestive 
who we like to get:and hold attention more closely 
er watikg ~~ than ever before.’ 








Giving 
By Andrew Chapman 


T IS not giving to pluck a rose. 
From a garden, blossom-filled ; 
The tear that falls fron. the ready eye 

is not by pain distilled. 


Giving is when the garden soil 
__ Mothers a single flower, 
Torn from its place by one who knows 
The need of another’s hour. ; 


It is not giving to filch from"wealth 
° A title for some poorer one. 
. Would one beam be a bounty 
From a tropical summer sun? 


Giving is when the widow’s mite, 
Guiltless of any gain, 

Drops from a hand worn rough with toil 
To ease another’s pain. 


. ; L’envoi 
When God looked down from His judgment 
‘throne, 
Was his gift such a one? 
Not of his angels did He give ; 
He gave — his only Son. ° 






When the Gospel is Not New 

If the Gospel is not new to us to-day, it is be- 
cause there is sin in our lives. The miracle of Christ’s 
salvation is that it is always new, for he is always 


new to the abiding believer. There is a sadly mistaken’ 


point in the following incident published in an editorial 
in a religions periodical: “An experienced mission- 
ary surprised an audience once by saying that -he al- 
most wished he were himself a heathen who had never 
heard of Christ. He explained that he coveted for his 
own heart what he had seen in so many new con- 
verts—the amazed surprise that the story could be 
true. He had been reared from infancy in familiarity 
with the story of Christ: It seldom turned a new 


face toward him. All its element of surprise seemed 
gone. He would like-to have heard it all again for 
the first time. Many experienced believers have had 
the same feeling. It is the pioneer phase of the normal 
man asserting itself.” “The normal man,” in this 
meaning, is the “natural man,” to whom the ever new 
joys of redemption are unknown. “Experienced be- 
lievers” to whom Christ is not new to-day have lapsed 
into some form of unbelief, whether they realize this 
or not. God is the one person in the universe with 
whom “familiarity” never “breeds contempt.” At the 
other end of eternity —but there will be no end— 
Christ and his love and his glory will be as new to 
those who will have been for millions of years in his 
presence as they are to-day ‘to the new born babe in 
Christ. In the normal Christian life “the Lord’s 
mercies . ... are new every morning.” He gives the 
believer a “new heart,” a “new spirit,” for “if any 
man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new.” And 
so, day by day and moment by moment, the old hymn 
sings itself in the heart of the Christ-filled believer: 
“I love to tell the story; 
For those who know it best 
Seem hungering and thirsting 
To hear it, like the rest. 
And when, in scenes of glory, 
I sing the new, new song, 
‘Twill be the old, old story, 
That I have loved so long.” 


a 


Pray for Your -Preacher ! ” 
’-Those who have most power with God long- most- 
for others’ prayers. The Great A had been 
cant up to the third heaven and brought very near 
to God, pleads with his converts that even the young 
and inexperienced ones among them may pray for 
him. “Brethren, pray for us, that the Word of the 
Lord may have free course and be glorified,” he ex- 


claimed. Laymen are in danger of forgetting, to-day, Ch 


that prayer is a service which even the youngest con- 
verts can exercise to the power and spread of the 
Gospel. Do you pray daily for your own, pastor? Do 
you pray while he preaches, that the Word of God 
may have free course and be glorified? Few lay- 
men can realize the barriers and restraints against the 
Gospel which the malice of the Devil puts forward. 
They little know how often Satan kills the message 
in the heart of a_preacher before he can ever get 
it to the people. The man who preaches the Word 


of God has to-contend continually with the most dan- 
gerous foes. His spirits may be dampened by havin 
to read insulting anonymous letters. He is saddene 
by the conditions in the lives of some of his church- 
members: Opposition, subtle or open, meets him on 
every side. And if, in spite of all this, a preacher is 
found to be on fire in the pulpit, it is because there 
has been an unusual amount of prayer offered for him. 
Are you one of those who will make genuine sac- 
rifices of time and strength to honor and spread the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ by praying, in sea- 
son and out of season, for your preacher? 


a 
Do Science and Religion Conflict? 


‘Science and religion do conflict, and the sooner 
we frankly recognize this, the better. But when this 
is said, it must be understood that by “science” is 
meant the system of philosophy on which nine-tenths 
of the science accepted by the intellectual leaders of 
the civilized world live; and by “religion” is meant 
the only ‘true religion: Christ the only Saviour, the 
only way of life, the only access that man has to God. 
The whole system of modern science, and the whole 
system of true Christianity, are irreconcilably and 
hopelessly and eternally opposed to each other. It is 
a cause for devout thanksgiving that they do conflict; 
and that the conflict will continue until such science 
has forever been done away. Yet last year there 
was issued a widely circulated report of the “find- 
ings” of a group of “forty distinguished Americans” 
to the effect that there is “no antagonism between 
science and religion.” The up included two cab- 
inet-officers of the United Stat . bishops... 
many other “in the = 
and religious worlds. ~Their statement declared th 
its purpose was to “assist in correcting two erroneous 
impressions” ; the first, “that religion to-day stands for 
medieval theology; the second, that science is mate- 
rialistic and irréligious.” As a matter of fact, true 
ristianity is both medieval and first century the- 
ology; for that theology cannot be changed until the 
person and character of God is changed. And the 
science of to-day is anti-Christian because it is what 
the Bible calls “science falsely so-called,’ and it. is 
based upon a denial of the Word of God. The traly 
believing Christian student who takes a modern uni- 
versity course must necessarily reject a large part of 
the teachings of the text-books and the faculty. But 
there is a Text-Book every word.of which 1s invi- 
olable and endureth forever. 


Is Salvation Inevitable ? 


the thought of each generation since he spoke: 

“When the Son of man cometh, shall he find 
faith on the earth?” The way the generations have 
answered that question has determined the quality of 
their Christianity. To-day’s generation of Americans 
is largely compostd of easy-going optimists that see 
no serious reason why the question should ever have 
been asked. “Of course,” they say, “the trend of life 
has always been upward and there can be, in the very 
nature of things, no other end but inevitable salvation.” 

Such a conclusion is not reached by the revela- 
tion of the Gospel, but is the result of a moral phil- 
osophy that happens to suit the intellectual fancy of 
our day. This moral ciomga: grows out of a proud 
material success, and the widespread evolutionary the- 
ory. Coué’s slogan, “Every day in every way get- 
ting better and better,” was not so generally accepted 
in America because it contained so great an alle 
truth, but because it suited the Amerjcan’s pride in his 
own achievements. It is hard to imagine that Coué 
could have met with even a portion of his American 
successes had he attempted_to propagate his slogan 
in some defeated, starving European nation. 

If salvation is inevitable, it means an utter loss of 
the missionary passion. For then the passion of Christ 
is meaningless. We would, of course, pity one so mis- 
taken as to shed drops of bloody sweat over the sins 
of the world, but we would never be moved to share 
his grief. It would be far more cultured and in har- 
mony with the accepted mental poise if we should 


Or: Lord asked a question which has challenged 





have more faith in the prevalent theory of evolution- 
ary advancement and allow matters to work them- 
selves out. Christ is to be accepted as the exponent of 
the world’s finest moral ideals, but at the same time 
we must see that if he had the advantage of our pres- 
ent enlightenment he would have applied his ideals 
differently. Such reasoning would, of course, obligate 
us to make*our own application of Christ’s teaching, 
which would necessarily differ from his. How can 
we, in the face of the universal lack of sorrow for 
sin, keep from concluding that this deadly philosophiz- 
ing has already settled like a miasma over the minds 
of the people, shutting out the real significance of the 
passion of Christ? ' 

Furthermore, let us follow this to its conclusion 
and be honest enough to acknowledge that if salva- 
tion is indeed inevitable then ‘sin is a necessitous part 
of human experience. Which means that the in- 
sane asylum and the penitentiary are institutions that 
mark the upward progress of humanity as truly as do 
colleges and churches, From that viewpoint sin ceases 
to be a calamity or a curse and becomes a blessing, 
for sins are then a part of the training of the race. 
It follows that to resist a sin is folly, for that would 
shut one away from the advancement that the ex- 
perience of sin brings. What else do men say who de- 
clare that if humanity ever fell it fell upward? Ac- 
cording to such reasoning, sin in its worst light is 
nothing more than an error that needs to be educated 
out of human life. 

Over against these smooth philosophizings of the “suc- 
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cessful,” pleasure-loving crowd are certain. great facts 
speaking out of human life. The first is that advance- 
ment is possible for every one, at least up to a cer- 
tain point, but it is not at all inevitable. The thorny 
cactus remains a thorny cactus for countless genera- 
tions until a Burbank touches it with new possibilities. 
The ignorant heathen demonstrates the same fact un- 
til the missionary with the Gospel introduces the new 
life. Along the whole gamut of living things there 
are countless static strata of life that await the touch 
of the higher life before they can change. Hence 
the passion of the Gospel. 

This introduces the next great fact, namely, that 
no change ever comes to living things unless they are 
touched by the higher. There is no intrinsic advance- 
ment cramped in the cage of things as they are, await- 


ing only time to display their possibilities through a’ 


changing environment. Christ the head of all creation 
demonstrates the universal law of advance in that he 
was lowered that he might lift. That is the reason 
why the theory of evolution denies the cross. And 
that is the reason why popular belief in evolution 
makes it easy for men to assume that salvation is 
inevitable. The brain of a Burbank can eliminate the 
spines from the cactus, and there is that within the 
cactus that responds to the touch of such a brain, but 
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without the brain the cactus would keep its spines in- 
definitely. The Christian knows that men are con- 
demned and will remain condemned unless some one 
brings the light. ~ 

A third great fact remains to be stated.. It is that 
there is in addition a law of decline that must be 
reckoned with. The living tree has power to lift its 
tons of weight against the power of gravity, but that 
same power of gravity soon dashes the dead tree to 
the ground. Likewise the loss of the nassion of Christ 
means an inevitable lowering of all life standards. 
The whole story is not told when we say that ad- 
vancement requires-the touch of Christ; it requires 
the same touch to keep us from deteriorating. Instead 
of saying that salvation is inevitable human history 
says that the exact opposite is inevitable, for history 
shows that nothing has ever stayed the deadly decay 
of sin but the Gospel of the saving Christ. 

If salvation were inevitable it would not be because 
of the intrinsic spiritual qualities of the human heart, 
but because the love of the seeking Lord would not 
be denied satisfaction. But that- Lord himself de- 
clared that there is no inevitable salvation for all, but 
only for those that believe in him, for “he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already, because he hath’ not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” 





The Lord’s Return and j 
Our Unsaved Loved Ones 


I never want to pray that Christ’s coming will be im- 
mediate because my brother has not as yet surrendered. 
If I could believe that my brother and his wife were 
saved I could gladly pray for it. Is this wrong, for me 
to feel this way? Somehow I feel it is wrong, and yet 
the thought persists, and I have prayed for years and 
years for this my only brether, whom we all love.— 
A Troubled Christian. 


This troubled heart cry of a true child of God will 
be understood and sympathized with by many others. 
Over and over again the same desire, that the Lord 
may not come until some loved one has been saved, 
has been in the hearts of God's children. But it is 
a sadly mistaken attitude. We must honestly and 
frankly recognize that. It comes from a misunder- 
standing of the love and the grace of God. First, 
we must recognize that when God’s Word makes it 
so plain, as it does, that the return of our Lord isto 
be the supreme desire and prayer of every Christian, 
—it is the last prayer in the New Testament, — then 
God’s will for us in the matter: is settled, and is to be 
accepted gladly, preety, joyously. I 
the last verse of the last chapter of Revelation our 
Lord says: “Surely I come quickly.” And the an- 
swering, Spirit-given prayer of the believer, in that 
same verse, is, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 

Love for Christ is to be the supreme love and pas- 
sion of our life. It is to take 
all other loves and desires, no matter how true and 
pure and holy and righteous they are. We cannot 
have such love for Christ by deciding to, or by using 
our will power or: determination. Such love is cre- 
ated and sustained in us by the Holy Spirit; it is part 
of the “fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22, 23). As 
we yield our very beings in full surrender to the Lord, 
including in our surrender even the giving of first 
place to desire for a loved one’s salvation, and then 
as we trust the Lord fully to work the miracle of 
iove for himself*in our hearts, he will bring it to pass. 

But the other side of ‘the matter is that God has 
promised to save our families with us if we give him 
ourselves and ask him to do so. From Genesis to 
Revelation the message of the Bible is clear on this: 
that God pledges himself to save our loved ones, for 
whose salvation we have a direct personal responsibil- 
ity, if we ask him to do so and if we believe for their 
salvation. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts 16:31) is 
not an isolated text, but is one of many similar pas- 
sages throughout the Old Testament and New. (A 
pamphlet comecsn the Scriptures on this, entitled 
“Is Your Whole Family Saved?” may be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company, at 30 cents a 
dozen copies, $2 a hundred, or 3 cents each, postpaid.) 

Therefore we need have no fear for the salvation 
of loved ones whom we have fully, unconditionally, 
believingly committed to the Lord, lest His return 
may prevent their salvation. God’s ways of answering 
prayer are beyond our understanding. can work 
with lightning-like swiftness, for the salvation of a 
soul as in many other matters. Let us therefore praise 
God that he has heard and, in heaven, has answered 
our believing prayers for our loved ones, and let us 
put Himself, and His coming, ahead even of our loved 
ones. Only those who thus “love his appearing” (2 
Tim, 4:8) can serve the Lord fully while awaiting 
his appearing. And to fail to give Himself and His 
coming first place in our hearts and our desires will 
be, all unconsciously to ourselves, a “barrier between 
our loved ones and Christ. 


In the next to - 


rst place, ahead of. 


Questions About Our Z 
Fellowship with Modernists 


Referring to the editorials in The Sunday School 
Times of February 9 and 16, “How Determine Our 
Christian Fellowships,” will you kindly give your opin- 
ion as to what action one should take who believes 
that “all Scripture is given by inspiration of God,” 
when one’s pastor says he needs another book to help 
him believe the Bible? He says that a certain book 
bridges the differences between the Modernists and 
Fundamentalists, and that this book taken with the 
Bible satisfies him, and that one is not complete with- 
out the other. He says he cannot accept a certain 
statement in the Bible. 

What are believers to do in these days of Modernist 
preachers? Should true believers form an independent 
church, when they will be free to sécure a true man 
of-God to teach_the Word to them? We must be loyal 
to Christ, and is it right for us to listen to apostasy 
and support it?—A Victoria Reader. 

As an old subscriber of The Sunday School Times 
I have enjoyed very much the editorials by Dr. Frost 
on Christian Fellowship. It is surely a vexed question 
and one on which we need light. 

I quite agree with Dr. Frost that every Christian should 
hold and contend for all the seven fundamental points. 
However, there is one point which he has not made just 
clear, and that is what I am writing about. 

He names,-as sixth among the “central truths of 
the Gospel,” “the second advent of Christ, personally 
and literally.” And now just what does Dr. Frost 
mean by the “second advent’? 

Does he mean before or after the millennium? A 
postmillennialist will say, ‘““Why, I believe that Christ 
is going to come the second time, but it will not be 
until after the millennium.” The postmillennialist 
seizes this point and says that Dr. Frost’s argument 
shows that we premillennialists have no right to ques- 
tion their stand, that they believe in the second advent, ~ 
only at a different time. : 

Also, just what does he mean by 'the word “heresy”? 
Would you call denying and denouncing the second 
and premillennial coming of Christ a heresy?—A Sas- 
katchewan Reader. 


When Dr. Frost, in those notable and illuminating 
editorials in The Sunday School Times, named “the 
second advent of Christ, personally and literally,” as 
one of the seven essential, or fundamental, or central 
truths of the Gospel, he meant the literal, personal, 
visible, bodily return of the Lord Jesus Christ to this 
earth. He intentionally refrained from touching upon 
the question whether this personal &nd literal second 
advent of thé Lord is before or after the millennium, 
for there are many true Christians who accept the 
whole Bible as the Word of God and all the other 
essential truths of the Gospel, yet who conscientiously 
differ in their understanding as to what the Scrip- 
tures teach concerning the time of our Lord’s Second 
Coming. Those who may differ as to the time of his 
return ought not to separate from each other, as 
though they were not fellow believers in the essentials. 
The Bible Union of China, for example, a movement 
of affirmation and protest organized by the mission- 


_ aries in the summer of 1920, includes both premil- 


lenarians and postynillenarians, but it stands unequivo- 
cally for the plenary inspiration and infallibility of the 
entire Bible as the Word of God, and for ail the other 
doctrines which necessarily go with this. 

“Heresy” is the denial of a plainly declared and 
central doctrine, such as the seven central truths of 
the Gospel named by Dr. Frost. It is obvious that 
those who deny the personal and literal return of 
Christ to this earth, in rejection of the plain Word 
of God that “this same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as -ye 
have seen him go into heaven,” are guilty of heresy, 
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while those who may be in doubt as to what the Bible 
teaches concerning the time or general period of the 
literal return of the Lord are not to be charged with 
such heresy. 

The question asked by the Victoria reader, as to 
what the sound believer should do in a church where 
the pastor does not hold the essential doctrines, is a 
prevalent and distressing one indeed. Certain it is that 
all such believers should do everything in their power, 
by prayer and testimony and, where God leads, by pos- 
itive action, to cleanse the teaching in the church. 
Sometimes one or more true believers in a church can 
pray an unsound pastor into a sound one, laying hold 
of ‘God in persistent, prevailing prayer until God gets 
the right of way in the pastor’s life and the light 
shines forth. Again, one or more true believers may 
have a duty to pray an unsound pastor out of the 
church, asking God to bring this to pass without their 
having to take personal action themselves. Or again, 
as God may lead, it may be a simple duty to take such 
personal action, for the purity of the church and the 
safeguarding of a congregation and community. In 
any ‘such case let us remember Dr. Frost’s true words: 


It fs to be observed that separation from Christians 
has to do, not with the question of personal friendli- 
ness and helpfulness — which, as far as possible, should 
be unfailingly continued—but only with that of wit- 
nessing. And also, it is to be observed that the sep- 
aration required should be brought to pass and carried 
on in a spirit of humility and love, for the purpose of 
restoring, if poSsible, the delinquent, and with the ob- 
ject of preserving, to that individual in particular and 
—_ae men in general, God’s saving and sanctifying 
truth y.. ; 

It is to be remembered that fellowship is Godward 
as well as manward; that in it, as in all else, Christ 
is to have the pre-eminence; and in a case where the 
issues are delicately balanced that the benefit of the 
doubt is to be given, not to man, but to Him with 
whom we have to do, our Saviour and Lord. 


Dr. Frost’s entire message, “What Should Determine 
Our Christian Fellowships?” is one of the most une 
usual, Scriptural, and illuminating studies of this 
acute question confronting Christians everywhere that 
has been published in recent years. It should be given 
the widest possible circulation in the accessible book- 
let form in which it has now been printed,— and should 
be prayerfully studied by laymen and pastors through- 
out Christendom. Perhaps you can bring a real bless- 
ing to others by securing copies and passing them on, 
with a prayer that God-will bless the message. (What 
Should Determine Our Christian Fellowships : 
Henry W. Frost, D.D., The Sunday: Ses 
Company, 1031 Walnut. Street, Philadelphia ; ‘1H 
readable type, with wide margins and attractive bifid- 
ing, $2.70 per dozen, 25 cents each, or $20 a hundred.) 


Searching for Sodom 


To have a part in the first expedition ever launched 
to locate Sodom and Gomorrah, the lost “cities of 
the plain,” is the unusual privilege of the Archeological 
Editor of The Sunday School Times, Dr. Melvin 
Grove Kyle, who is also President of Xenia Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

Just why no attempt has been made before to find 
the exact sites of the cities which God destroyed by 
fire because of their wickedness, archeologists them- 
selves cannot say, but the expedition now under way, 
in which Xenia Seminary, the Jerusalem School of 
Oriental Research, and others, are co-operating, is 
a most promising one. : 

Dr. Kyle writes, January 22, from Luxor, Egypt, 
en route to Jerusalem: « 


I have word that the arrangements are about com- 
plete to start about the fifteenth of February. ‘We shall 
go by automobile to Amman, the capital of Transjor- 
dania, to complete our arrangements with the govern- 
ment, and then. on by auto still to Kerak. Here a cara- 
van of horses and pack animals and camp will be made 
up to proceed to the lower end of the Dead Sea for the 
exploration. 

Beside Dr. Albright, representing the American School 
at Jerusalem, and myself, representing Xenia Seminary, 
there will be Professor Day, geologist, of Beir@t; Pere 
Mallon, of the Dominican School of Saint Etienne at 
Jerusalem, a specialist in the stone lore of Palestine; 
an official representative of the Antiquities Department 
of the Transjordania Government and a Fellow of 
Xenia Seminary; the Rev. Herbert H. Tay, with the 
Rev. Homer Kent,’ a graduate of Xenia, who is the 
Thayer Fellow of the American School at Jerusalem; 
a surveyor, and perhaps an official photographer. These, 
with the muleteers, and last but not least in import- 
ance the military escort from the government, will 
make up in all quite a company. The plans seem most 
satisfactory, and we look forward with high hopes for 
success, 








Sunday School Times readers may expect further 
reports from Dr. Kyle as the expedition progresses. 
Any who desire to share in the financing of this. en- 
terprise, for which $1,000 or more is needed, may send 
their gifts to The Sunday School Times, care of the 
Archeology Editor, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


The price of the book, “The Apostle Peter,” by Dr. 
W. H. Griffith Thomas, is $1.50, instead of 75 cents 


as given in last weck’s issue of The Sunday Scho 
Times. 
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Lesson for. April 6 
1 Kings :12:1 to 16:28 

















‘When the searchlight of prayer was 
turned on heathen frightfulness 




















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








_ A Nefarious Chinese Plot Foiled 


By Charles Ernest Scott, D.D. 














Does any stronger missionary call to *‘ go in and possess the land’’ come to the church than the mere statement of — 
the ‘‘ normal’’ conditions in the heathen world, ‘‘ without God and without hope’’? Dr. Scott, from his long 
and rich experience as an itinerant evangelist in China, is peculiarly able to portray real life in Chinese villages. 
Two of his books, ‘*‘ China from Within’’ ($2) and ‘*Answered Prayer in China’’ ($1.50), are filled with 
gripping missionary illustrations for Sunday-school teachers and Christian workers. They may be ordered from 


The Sunday School Times Company, 


N A village near a certain hill of ill fame, on the 

top of which had been set the Temple of the Ser- 

pent Detnon, resides one Christian family, the 
father of whom, along with Li the Radiant, was made 
an elder in our newly organized church. Since his 
elevation to that office, his tribulations have been nu- 
merous and varied. It was as if Satan were pursuing 
the tactics of the Germans in Belgium and northern 
France, the policy of frightfulness, attempting to 
break the spirit of their enemies by outrage piled upon 
outrage. The climax came in a striking way. 

This elder has a younger brother with whom, many 
years ago, he divided the paternal inheritance, so that 
each had his own land and house and yard. The 
no longer counted as one family, and therefore eac 
tamily was, according to Chinese law, not responsible 
for the acts of the other. 

One fall, when the newly elected elder returned from 
Presbytery to his village, he was greeted with the as- 
tounding news that a decision had gone forth that his 
brother. was to be banished for life to Mongolia (a 
form of punishment which for hundreds of years in 
China has been inflicted only for manslaughter) and 
he was to produce within a few days a sum of @noney 
which would necessitate selling his house and land, 
= - reduce him to beggary. How did it come 
about 

The calf of a rich heathen, rich according to Chi- 
nese village standards, had wandered into the yard 
of the elder’s brother and had begun to eat his cab- 
bages. The brother noticed the intruder and, angered, 
threw a rock, hitting and killing the animal. He should 
have. called in.the village headmen, and let them see 
-what had happened, apologized for his burst of tem- 

r, and pledged,to pay the price of the calf he had 

illed. Instead he made haste to haul it into his 
house, slaughtered it, and began to eat its flesh. 
The Trap Set With Evil Cunning 

The rich man at once set about to ferret out the 
loss of his property, but, -in.. characteristic heathen 
fashion, did not announce that his calf had disappeared, 
but rather that-a girl slave had been stolen. This 
being a loss of sufficient consequence, he could, by Chi- 
nese‘ custom, institute a careful-search in each home 


‘of the village for his human_property. The slave 


girl was really locked up in Gher: house while the 
fake search for her was being made. Going care- 
fully through the house of the elder’s brother, the calf 
meat was found hidden away in a stone crock under 
materials piled upén it. Thereupon the rich man ac- 
cused the foolish man of having ‘stolen also the mother 
of this calf! 

Now, during*the spring of this year, the mother 


of this calf really had disappeared; but in connection - 


with another episode. Dives had a very bad wife 
who, as well as himself, is an opium smoker. After 
the .husband: had refused her the money desired for 
indulgence in an opium dehauch, she had arranged for 
certain lewd fellows of the baser sort to steal the cow 
and sell it to butchers (in China a class usually cata- 
logued not far below manslaughterers). With the 
profits of that sale, these men and the wife, while her 
lord was away, had gone on a big spree. All this was 
well known, not only’to the rich man and his family, 
but .to the village public generally, including the ac- 
cused. The only explanation of such a situation is that 
this is heathenism — God's laws of justice and right- 
eous dealing, if known, are wilfully ignored; and, as 
a result of that wilful ignoring, men are palsied to do 
righteousness. This is the néfmal course of heathen- 
ism, and it is this that makes it so odjous in God’s 
sight. Because it serves to worship the creature rather 
than the Creator, who is inherently holy, and so the 
truth-speaking God- over all, blessed forevermore. 
The normal state of heathenism, in all its life and 
imaginings, is a lie; therefore its normal course of 
action, in all its relationships, is deception. 

This inescapable attitude of mind and heart in 
heathenism makes possible, yea, inevitable, its callous- 
ness towards the unfortunate, its remorseless grinding 
of the poor and weak. It throws meaning- 
ful light-flashes upon many a prophetic § invec- 
tive of the Old Testament, and suggests how the 
Turks could in cold blood do the Armenian nation 
to death. Heathenism is little concerned with justice, 
therefore it easily trumps up reasons for its -doings, 
however unreasonable. These give it “face,” and that 
is sufficient. No wonder Lot was “vexed with the 
filthy conversation [manner of life] of the wicked,” 
and “his righteous soul from day to day with 
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their unlawful deeds.” _Heathenism is full of these 
“natural animals without reason” (2 Peter 2:12) who 
are busy in ungodliness committing “ungodly deeds” 
and making “hard speeches” against the Lord (Jude 
15). That is the only explanation, its irrationality, of 
how Dives could with good face, in view of the facts, 
charge the disappearance of his cow and slave to the 
calf-killer. 

In order to clothe his cruel charges with the cloak 
of legality, Dives invited the village headmen, eight 
of them, to a wine feast at which there was the added 
luxury of opium. “Whose rice we eat, his friends 
we are.” Thereby the headmen were obligated to 
Dives; indeed, were bound to further his wishes. No 
words were necessary, money talks! 

Just. before: the feast Dives had his slave girl re- 
moved to another village. Towards the close .of the 
feast he broached the subject of the condemnation of 
the calf-killer. Stirred to unwonted eloquence by a 
full measure of wine, he elaborated on how his victim 
had slain:and eaten his calf, stolen and sold its mother, 
and now carried off his slave-girl for ransom! They 
knew this was a lie. But the loosened tongue ran 
on glibly! ,“What will you do with evidence of hein- 
ousness piled mountain high?” The upshot was-that, 
like Herod, wine-befuddled, and moral coward before 
Herodias’ daughter, they too rendered a_ decision 
both foolish and cruel. For the calf-killer’ they 
decreed banishment, for the Christian elder, his 
brother, restitution money for the calf, cow, 
and slave to an amount that would require the 
sale of all he possessed. If the elder would not com- 
ply with these conditions without the case being en- 
tered in the yamen, then Dives would, a: week after 
his ultimatum .was pronounced, take the case: to ‘the 
magistrate. In the opi of all concerned it would 
go utterly against the Christian elder, for the people 
expect a case to be won in a Chinese yamen onl 
when a man has more money than his opponent. 
common proverb among the Chinese is, “He who 
has reason without money [i. e., bribe-money] should 
stay away from the yamen. He who has money with- 
out reason, may expectantly approach its South 
Portals.” 

Assuredly the elder had no money to invest in such 
an enterprise, and his enemies knew it. They chuckled: 
“What a stinging rebuke to the interloping foreign 
religion! And what a fine- revenge on its renegade 
adherent !” 

It was while I was out in the country teaching 
with a beloved fellow-pastor, the Rev. Chao, in a 
mid-winter Bible class of some sixty men, delegates 
from eighteen churches, that an evangelist arrived sud- 
denly with the news of this plot, and urged me to 
proceed at once to the scene of action. The week 
within which the judgment was to fall. had already. 
elapsed. Therefore the reason for the evangelist’s 
hasty trip. How could I leave those picked men there 
for study? But on consultation all felt that I ought 
to go, and one of our ablest leaders volunteered to 
teach for me during my absence. I was the more 
encouraged to go because the entire company pledged 
themselves to begin to pray-at once and to pray con- 
tinuously for the case. We were all especially anxious 
to see the elder vindicated, because of the sore trials 
through which we knew he had passed in witnessing 
for Christ, and because this flaunting injustice and 
overbearing contemptuousness expressed toward him 
by the supposedly all-powerful heathen mogul of the 
village was too outrageous! We wanted true religion 
to triumph in that region. 


The Danger of Depending on American Prestige 
Moreover, I wanted to see this case peaceably set- 
tled outside the yamen (as other gratifying ones in 
my pastoral experience had been) because of the er- 
roneous trust of weak Christians in the foreign 
shepherd, the missionary, and because of their tendency 
in persecution to run to him with the thought that he, 
being a foreigner, has both the power and the will 
to help them when sued through the yamen, just as 
the German and Austrian Catholic priests do. Par- 
ticularly is this impression abroad with regard to the 
Americans in China, due possibly to the many gener- 
ous proofs of friendship that Americans have dis- 
played in times of flood, famine, and pestilence, and 
also to the attitude of the American government 
in its remarkable record of refusal. to join 
in schemes of aggrandizement at China’s expense, as 
well as its enlistment of the great Powers in construc- 
tive plans to preserve China’s integrity. This enviable 
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reputation of Americans is everywhere in China, 
among the officials no less than among the flocks of 
the missionary pastors. 

On the very day of the arrival of the messenger 
we in the class were studying the sixth chapter of 
First Corinthians, where Paul expounds the Christian 
theory of law-suiting, a chapter and a principle that 
I have never heard mentioned in the home-land, but 
vital here, throbbing with interest. Point was given to 
the passage involved by the fact that one of our Chi- 
nese pastors, without judgment and in foolhardiness, 
had just forwarded to a magistrate a demand that he 
release the heathen son of a Christian whom his hench- 
men had recently. seized, at his command, for some ir- 
regularity. Messenger after messenger had been dis- 

tched to me with the urgent request to put my card 
into the letter which the Chinese pastor was forward- 
ing to the county official, this to give the pastor “face.” 

my refusal, the final letter-bearer (who was the 
son of the seized man) hung around with his sym- 
pathizers for three days, pleading, weeping, and work- 
ing upon the feelings of the class. he principle of 
leaning directly upon God in time of trial and not upon 
the foreign Shepherd was in great need of vindi- 
cation then and there, not only to strengthen the faith 
of the hard-pushed elder but to set an example to all 
these church representatives gathered in Bible study 
as to how they ought to look at such matters. It was 
another one of those great opportunities of Grace that 
God continually gives one out here. 

The Lord, by his Spirit, gave me a keen zest to 
to put him once more to the test in this particular 
case, and in order. that he might be vindicated in the 
principle of ae td before the eyes of these, his peo- 

le. Particularly was I encouraged in this viewpoint 

use several times lately I had the joy of getting 
togéther parties at variance in a village and having 
them talk over their disputes in a friendly manner, while 
prayer-pressure from behind the scenes was brought 
to bear to mould their conflicting views into a harmony 
of reasonable settlement with mutual concession and 
forgiveness. In each case this plan of praying it 
through had succeeded to the glory of God. knew 
it would now, if given a fair chance.. So, by the mes- 
senger evangelist I sent a friendly letter to the head- 
men, mentioning the date I would arrive at their hon- 
orable village. I made no accusations, but said that 
the affair in question was important, that I was glad 
that they were zealous to quench lawlessness in their 
midst, and assured them that I would be glad to know 
them and to be their friend. Later I learned that on 
receipt of this letter they were full of doubt and fear, 
their guilty souls troubling them because of the un- 
fairness with which they had acted. 

The spiritual tone of the class during the next two 
days ‘before I left was considerably deepened by the 

isode that had occurred and the crisis that was ahead. 

he members realized that it would be-an honor to 
our to keep the case out of the yamen and man- 
age the affair according to the teaching of Christ. The 
zeal of one member of the class, a village headman, 
and a new convert to the faith, was so great that the 
afternoon before I was to start he went to his near-by 
town and sent back his brother with one of his don- 
keys for me to ride. They slowly stumbled through 
the dark, over the stony road, a distance of twenty-five 
li, in time for our early start about three o’clock the 
next morning. 

Crying babies, braying donkeys, men often striring to 
feed the animals, meant not much sleep that night, 
and a family of heathens passing our door in the wee 
sma’ hours, wailing over one of the three spirits of 
a deceased member, which spirit they escorted to a 
little temple outside the village functioning to receive 
such a spirit, reduced still more the possibility of 
repose. 

(To be concluded next week) 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 








Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that 
are unruly (1 Thess. 5:14). ° 


g hin unruly, the ataktous, are those out of step, a 
word which is also used of soldiers who desert the 
ranks, the stragglers. The disciplined believer keeps 
step, stoicheo. Paul refers to those who “march in 
the steps of that faith of our father Abraham” (Rom. 
4:12). “If we live in the Spirit, let us also march 
[rather than walk] in the Spirit” (Gal. 5:25). This 
esprit de corps is the. best protection from the vain 
glory, provocation, and envy mentioned in the next 


verse, the vices of egoism and individualism. To those | 


marching according to this canon, 4.:¢., rule or disci- 
pline, he says, “Peace be on them, and upon the Israel 
of God” (Gal. 6:16). So, in Philippians 3: 16, Chris- 
tians are exhorted to march by the same discipline, to 
mind the same thing. Here -is the mental temper 
which is far from that of the ataktous, the out of 
step. These do not march, stoichein, but walk about, 
peripatein. “For many walk, of whom I have told you 
often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are 
the enemjes of the cross of Christ.” 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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Professor Price’s “New Geology” 


How it confounds the evolutionists 
By a Christian layman who is a miner and a student of the rocks 


Times: of November 24 an advertisement and re- 

view of “The New Geology,” by Professor George 
McCready Price. : 

Undoubtedly the doctrine of evolution, as most 
of its adherents will readily admit, receives its real 
support from the geological side. It is only when 


| WAS very glad to notice in The Sunday School 


this is understood that the full importance of “The - 


New Geology” is realized. For once it is clear that 
the geologic ages are a myth, and agreeing that life 
comes ony from life—then surely the evolutionists 
must take a back seat forever. 


For many years I believed in the geologic ages, with» 


misgivings it is true, and with vague objections to 
the theory of the existence of animal life millions of 
years ago. Twenty years ago I was’ taught that the 
time interval between verses 1 and 2 of Genesis 1 
could be of any duration, a billion years perhaps, and 
that this interval took care of all the geologic ages. 
The punctuation pérmits' of this logic. 

But I could never get away from the bugbear that 
the acceptance of the geologic ages involyed the ac- 
ceptance of the existence of animal life thirty million 
to one hundred million years ago and more, as vari- 
ously estimated. . 

All of which is contrary to the first chapter of 
Genesis, unless one would’ believe that God created 
similar ‘forms of life a second time. For it is only 
by goading one’s powers of reasoning that one can 
think of this chapter as describing a long-drawn out 
process.” ' s “~ ; 

But the evidence gathered by Professor Price and 
his interpretations have now cleared up all this. 

About twenty ‘years ago I took up some very ele- 
mentary studies -in geology. I remember ‘how good 
godly Christians deplored the ‘fact and held up holy 
hands of horror. I was surely drifting into infidelity. 

Is there anything in nature that we are afraid of? 
Are we afraid of digging up some evidence that will 
contradict the Bible? -If so, I want to know it. I 
speak aS'a man. =. . 

If-God''is the Author of both books —'the book of. 
nature and the Bible —'then ‘they must: agree. 

In your review of ‘Price’s book you say, “To a non- 
scientific reviewer’ Professor: Pricé seems to have 


roved his case beyond: question,” and, “It will. be. 


interesting to see how geologists [will] deal with the 
facts Here adduced.” a 

“The New Geology” is‘ written with a special eye 
to the layman. Any observant man who has lived 
where there are varied, rock exposures and who’ has 
the most elementary knowledge of geology, cannot 
fail to get the message of this book. For, note how 
often Professor Price turns the guns of the uniform- 
itarians upon themselves in the form of quotations 
from their own works, expressed so naively and un- 
wittingly, and * bearing out interpretations of “The 
New Geology.” These. works may .be found in any 
well stocked library and can be consulted personally. 
What better evidence! 

As to the geologists — what can they say? The 
emphasis is on “can.” Now we know that geology 
does not and cannot convert the soul any more than 
chemistry can. But chemistry has never led multi- 
tudes into darkness. Geology has. And this is why 
isis more difficult to convert a geologist than it is to 
convert a chemist. As regards the individual, geology 
seems to be inseparably linked up with religion or 
lack of it. In this way it is unique and subtle. As 
a rule, when I attack a man’s geology, I attack his 
religion. | What, then, will the geologists say to the 
“New Geology”? This is a difficult question to an- 
swer, for anything that involves a man’s religion in- 
volves his will. And Jesus said, “they will not be 
persuaded though one rose from the dead.” 

If geologists bow to facts and accept the “New 
Geology,” I believe it would result: in a great revival. 
Doubtless they will have to reconsider their position. 
re will be made, perhaps quietly and care- 
ully. 

I expect that some will be converted. But most, 
for the present at least, will, I think, accept a ref- 
ormation of the science in part only, and that without 
the sounding of horns, and in such a way as to make 

ractically no striking change in the current teaching. 

hat is to say —they will now accept neither uniform- 
itarianism nor catastrophism in. toto, ‘but will compro- 
mise between the two in the way above mentioned. 
As time goes on and the questions of the student re- 
fuse to be downed and a working knowledge of' geol- 
ogy becomes common property, it will be seen that 
uniformitarianism must go, and that complete reforma- 
tion will be inevitable. 

So that all who look soon for approbation of “The 
New Geology” from geologists in general, will, I 
think, be disappointed. 

As an illustration of the present trend of thought 
as the result of the “New Geology” I quote from two 





editorials from one of the first technical periodicals in 
America, written by a man who for a short time re- 
cently was chief of the United States Geological Sur- 
vey. A year ago, I fully believe that this man would 
have vigorously opposed these same statements, I may 
say that I consider him to be far more frank and 
honest. than most geologists, and more practical. 


1. “Uniformitarian by education, we have neverthe- 


less come to believe ‘in a varying relativity of speed’ 


of geologic events, and that the speed at times amounts 
to catastrophism.” 


2. “It appears that the geologist has not treated his 


science in the scientific spirit; he has too much of the 
ecclesiastical reverence for tradition, authority and 


inclined to solve arguments by citatioris from the elder 
sages. We refer to the rank and file of geologists — 
chiefly those connected with colleges and to a lesser 
extent with other institutions. With some, of course, 
their position as instructors of youth tends to con- 


firm them in their dignity, and their réverence for - 


authority, which principle involves the reverence for 
their own authority. Such as these shrink from naked 


nature and from its messages for fear that nature ., 


might instill into their minds some idea trditorous to 
Lyell or Dana; but more than by the déad masters 
their timorous intellects are dominated by the living 
elders — whether these be sound or hollow more or 
less to the core. The science of physics and chemistry 


. proceed by experimentation and checking; facts are. 


their first and last test; and thus they have far out- 
stripped geology.” ' 
.These are the very things the “New Geology” em- 
phasizes. Some time ago I had occasion to send a 
letter to this writer, and casually requested him to 
review Professor Price’s book, “The Fundamentals 
of Geology,” also “The New Geology.” While he did 
not flatly refuse, it practically amounted to that. He 
is very fond of reviewing. Why should he make an 
exception in this case? I think because it affected 
what he considers some of the most fyndamental posi- 


tions, ethical and religious, that he has taken in life.':' 


reoweven, it would not surprif me to: see this man 
convert 
est and straightforward. 
By this time you are probably asking: Who are you 
who speaks with such criticalness and confidence? I 


am not a professional geologist. I am just a plain. 


Christian, a lfyman in every sense of the word. 
I was born in a mining district and was interested 


in the opportunities I had of examining rocks and ores, ' 


even before I entered my teens. I did not understand 
much about them, but I was quizzical. That was the 
beginning. ; 

When I grew into manhood, an odd set of circum- 
stances led me into mining. And I have been at it 
ever since. Any man who desires to progress in this 
business should have a working knowledge of geology. 
Every miner knows something about the rocks, and 
while they may not always know very much about 
geology, they often have the common sense of things 
pretty well fixed under their crowns. 

I do claim, however, a knowledge of this subject < 
a good understanding of current cosmological geology. 
It has been obtained through much laborious experi- 
ence and much pondering over the enigmas of nature. 
For it is a most difficult thing to examine the 1ocks 
while resenting the strange subjective obsession of 
current theories, vaguely objecting to them; but un- 
able to shake them off, despite objective evidence 
which seems to tell another story. 

How Professor Price emerged out of this dismal 
state, rising to high, firm ground and clear vision, is 
a mystery to me. Although circumstances may have 
favored him a little, I think I know something of what 
he. has passed through; and in the light of that, his 
work is a monument of courage and patience and per- 
severance. 

Professor Price has the true story, supported by 
objective evidence most logically presented. I repeat 
what some one else has said, “I am glad we have him 
on the side of Primal Orthodoxy.” 

The doctrine of creation is paramount. If it falls, 
the whole Bible falls with it. This is really another 
way of saying that the “destructive criticism” natu- 
rally follows the teaching of evolution. If uniformi- 
tarianism be truly scientific, then creation — per Bible 


_—is a myth. How interested then Christians should 


be in this subject. And how thankful, too, that God, 
in infinite wisdom and foresight, saw to it that men 
even in this distant time should be able to see tangible 


evidence.in the rocky records as to the beginnings’ of © 


our race; and in such a way that it is impossible for 
man to erase or destroy. 


Fortunately we do not depend wholly or primarily: 


on such evidence for belief in the Bible. Those who 


_have the witness of the Spirit and are grounded in 
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‘the Scriptures and know its hidden harmony have evi- 


dence which a anything else. 

‘No amount, of education in any or all the sciences 
could bring salvation. That is conditioned on need 
~~ sae 3 = < — = fossils. 

Nevertheless I feel that the “New Geology” is a 
rebuke to unbelievers generally. In this on I Ag 
are not the words of Peter significant, where the peo- 
ple of thjs time are represented as saying: 

“Where is the promise of his coming? for since 
the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of+creation [uniformitarian- 
ism]. For this they willingly are ignorant of, that 
by the word of God the heavens were of old; and 


‘the earth standing out of the water and in the water: 


whereby the world that then was, being overflowed, 
with water, perished [catastrophism]” (2 Peter 3: 4-6). 
Verse 5 surely implies that physical evidence tf 
be forthcoming which they would wilfully ignore; a 
prophetic demonstration. regarding the obstinate un- 
belief of the human heart. 

This unbelief_is everywhere, in the church as well 
as out of it. Our minister here (Presbyterian) is a 
modernist, polished, amiable, shrewd—very shrewd. 


# , He regales us regularly. with — well, with humbug — 
dogma; he has a suspicious scent for heresy; and is ° eile ee a there ee 


that’s.a plain word. The people know thére is some- 
thing wrong, but they do not know just what it is, 
and the faithless ministry(?) goes on. 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth | 
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Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses’ or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if. questions are too 
porsgpal for an answer in. these columns, Mother 
Rut will be glad to reply individually if ‘possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. entat bee’ : 





“Dear Mother Ruth: Your answers in The Sunday Schaal, 4 


Times have been so helpful that.when I read your opinion 
of the bobbed hair for. girls, I also wanted to know what 
you think of the knickers for young women. Being a 


Junior C. E. superintendent and a teacher of young women ‘ 
in Sunday-school I have shown young people ‘that‘ vetse° 


in Deuteronomy 22:5, ' “Tle woman shdll: ‘not wear’ that 


which pertainéth unto “a man’ .', .: for. all such are an: . sins 


abomination ‘unto the Lord.?:j tis: : 
Friends who. travel and ‘go:dn lpng m 


, : : ; ‘ing and mountain climbing, tell me it is best. for them, 
, as he is very practical, and unusually hon-.: , Pe “tit 


ito: wear. knickers. during these ‘trips. 


Shall ‘be grateful’ for’ an answer—INTERESTED ‘IN: 


QUIRER. 


EAR INTERESTED INQUIRER,,I am, sympa-.. . 
thetic with your. attitude on the question of wo- ~ 


men; their hair, and dress. It may be true that in 
mountain climbing and in trayel the dress of knickers 


may be more. convenient, but I believe that every wo- . 
mgn who so dresses sacrifices something: which is more . 


than her convenience in travel. The trend of the age 
is not toward the uplift. of morals or refinement, and 
the young folks of to-day are having a hard time-to 
keep the atmosphere. around them pure and uplifting. 
Do not hesitate to take your stand for. the womanli- 
ness of woman, . It is.so much needed, and. the mothers 
of to-morrow are in the making, so let us help them 
to think above the simple comfort of a walk or ride. 


Y DEAR, DEAR “MARY,” would that I could 
take your head on my shoulder, while I read to 
you the Fifty-first Psalm. Specially would I read 
and re-read the words, “Against thee and thee only, 
have I sinned and done this evil in thy sight.” Then 
I would turn to the seventeenth verse and emphasize} 
“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken 
and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise”! 
Then I would turn to the First Epistle of John, 
first chapter, beginning at the fifth verse, and read 
through and then take up the second.chapter and rest 
on the first and second verses and so—so appropriate 
them that you will quiet the devil forever! 

My child, the devil won’t let you out of his hands 
without a struggle! But God is better than your 
worst fears, and all the objections that your enemy 
can conjure up against ‘you! Rest in His Word! 
You know God is true, and you know what the joys 
of forgiveness are, therefore meet every doubt the 
devil gives you with the Word of God! That was 
the weapon your Lord used, and he has said it is 
“sharper than a two-edged sword”! You can defeat 
your enemy with this weapon, when all else fails. 

Who should “sing the songs of Zion”? Why, the 
redeemed, of course. You and I are redeemed by the 
blood of tlie Lamb, and, dearie, it is sufficient, even for 
the blackest of sins: You realize now as never be- 
fore why his heart literally broke on Calvary, when 
you feel the weight of-your guilt. He did not die 
in’ vain, did he? No, we will let him apply his blood 
to the washing away of our sins 4nd “He will remember 
them against us no more for ever”! You can’t for- 
get them, but -he has separated them from you as far 
as the east is from-the west, and has put them behind 
his back, and: he forgets them! Ask God to so help 
you that you will feel this separation from these sins, 
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Lesson for April ¢ 
1 Kings 12:1 to 16: 28 


that you may forget- them with hie It is a great 
salvation, isn’t it? But just like God! No human 
mind could conceive of such mercy! | : 

Now, my dear, I want you to rejoice with me that 
your. bands of sin are broken and that you are loosed! 
God has cured you of your leprosy of sin, and not 
in part, but in the whole! Rejoice with me that you 
are once’ more in the fold, and that your Shepherd 
is caring for you, and will minister to you as you 
need! Oh, he is a great Saviour, isn’t he? Love 
him? Of. course, and as much has been forgiven, so 
you can serve as few can, because you will “love 
much.” Read John 8: 12. : : 

There is just one thing I hope you will feel God is 
calling you to do.. Go back and take up life for him 
where you left off. The great black time between is 
now a blotted out period of your life, and let your 
heart so hate the devil that you will never have any- 
thing to do with him again. He who has forgiven 


’ you is able to keep you from falling, and to present 


you faultless before the presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy (Jude 24). Marvelous, isn’t it? But 
so true! Rejoice again in such a Saviour! You can 
_ this true, and call on him at any time or in any 
place. 
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I wish I might have your addréss that I might send: 
you some reading matter. All you have said is sacred, 
and will be kept so, for it is now a thing of -the. past! 
I beg of you do not listen to any discouragements of 
the devil, but fight him, even as Paul and Peter of 
old sought grace and power and through them defeated 
and conquered! Yours is a great opportunity to tell 
sinners what a Saviour you have found! Go forth 
in his name, and live for One who is able to save to 
the uttermost! Sing his praises as few may know how 
to sing, and let your life tell for him who is your Lord! 

May I say one thing more, don’t argue with the 
devil. Just take God at his word, and if the devil 
wants to refute it, even by quoting Scripture, turn a 
deaf ear to him and remember he did the same _to 
your Lord, and the Lord will be your victory! He 
will fight for you, you will not be alone in this con- 
flict, and omnipotence is on your, side and you are 
saved “through the blood of the Lamb.” 

I have been honest with you, dear girl, and am pray- 
ing steadily for you,.and know that God will deliver 
you! God bless you so abundantly that you will be 
able to sing the Hundred and Third Psalm with Da- 
vid of. old. 

Shall-be so glad to hear from you again. 
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What Is 


How our communion with God 
may be vital and priceless 


Prayer? 


By Percy G. Parker 25205 ett ar Nore Deven, Exgland. 











(Concluded from last week) 
AYER is love speaking for God to hear—May 
I remind you very definitely of this, that we can 
never really pray until we really love? It is love 
which unlocks the tongue. If you would know how to 


pray you must have a college course — at Calvary. The 

rfect. Prayer was the perfect Lover. Jesus per- 
ectly prayed because he 
love of God revealed in Calvary’s cross had: melted the 
heart and captured the life prayer will be lifeless be- 
cause loveless. During my first pastorate a young 
pa eager ar eng anaes - fog yy ‘She was 
quickly rightly convert uy spite many 
prayers on his behalf, resisted the Holy Spirit and 
remained in darkness and distress. For many months 
he attended the evening service on Sunday, but would 
never stay to the after prayer-meeting. is wife in- 
variably stayed. One night, however, I had the joy 


of leading him to Christ. I shall never forget the- 


emotion of the “Praise God” which burst from his lips 
when~the light came. From that moment he stayed 
to every prayer-meeting we had. A few weeks after 
the new life commenced there was a prayer-meetin 
of especial power after the evening service. As 
shook hands with him at the door he gripped mine in 
a tight grasp, and with a light in his-eyes, and yet a 
irae intensity on his face, said, “Why can't we 
ave an all night prayer-meeting, as the Methodists 
used to have?” . Only a few months before he would 
not stay to a prayer-meeting, now he wanted one all 
night long! hat was the secret of the change? 
This, —he had learned to love, and love is the very 
life of prayer. When we love more we shall pray 
more. 


II. Prayer is grateful love thanking.—After the Lord 
Jesus has sent out the seventy to the country villages 
and they returned with wonderful news of God’s 
blessing upon them, Jesus prayed, “I thank thee, O 
Father.” -And as he stood at the graveside of Lazarus, 
knowing that his Father had heard his prayer for 
the snatching of that young life from Hades, Christ 
said, “Father, I thank thee.” There is an imperative 
need for the restoration of grateful thanks to an 
ever gracious Father. So easily we get without giv- 
ing; we are so busily counting our blessings that 
sometimes we forget the Blesser.. Two words in 
Philippians 4:6 should be written in red, “Be care- 
ful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and sup- 
plication with nanhegrces let your requests be made 
known unto God.” So many,of us get so little be- 
cause we forget to be grateful for that which we re- 
ceive. : 

III. Prayer is needy love asking.—It is love resting 
back contentedly on the unbreakable bank of God, 
“My God shall supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Then when we need 
we ask and the need, although perhaps not in the way 
we expected, is supplied. 


IV. Prayer is active love seeking—Some years ago a 
_famous evangelist was announced to conduct an open- 
air service in some spacious grounds in Scotland. 
Large crowds assembled. The appointed time came, 
but the evangelist had not arrived. Some one went 
to the farm where he was staying, to make inquiries, 
The servant went to the evangelist’s room, but came 
back a few minutes later saying that he could not dis- 
turb the preacher as some one was in the room with 
him, some one whom he was striving to persuade to 
come to the meeting. “He k on saying,” said the 
servant, “‘Unless you come with me, I cannot go to 
the meeting.’ Time after time he is saying it.” The 





rfectly loved. Until the - 


’ 


message was conveyed back to the meeting. “Oh, it’s 
all right,” said the farmer at whose farm the evan- 
gelist was staying and who was already on the meet- 
ing ground, “we shall have God with us to-day for 
the one whom the preacher will not come without is 
God himself.” That was “active love seeking,” a 
strong, sturdy, popular man down on his knees, con- 
scious of his unutterable weakness, agonizingly seek- 
ing the power and preserice of God in the salvation of 
the lost. Needless to say he was not disappointed. 

There is sad deficiency in this form of prayer to- 
day. We need to rediscover the value of one human 
soul. Only one chapter is given in the Bible descrip- 
tive of the creation of the world, no less than about 
sixteen chapters are given to the events grouped round 
the death of Christ, whereby -humanity is re-created. 
That death of Christ has saved many souls, but this 
is undoubtedly true — that had only-one life been prod- 
igal — yea, only my life, your life, so great a value 
does our God set upon us that he still would have 
given his Son to die in order that you or I might be 
redeemed. 

When we-value one life as much as the Lord Jesus 
did, then we shall.be stirred: up into such prayer for 
the lost as will put our own present feeble interest 
and effort to hopeless shame. Prayer is the secret 
of all revival. Prolonged prayer is the secret of 
powerful revival. Will you permit a personal ex- 
perience? I would not use it if I did not believe that 
experience is given to us in order thereby to counsel 
and constrain others. During my first pastorate of 
four and a half years about four hundred professed 
conversion, and over a hundred were added to the mem- 
bership of the church. Scarcely a week passed by 
without the profession of conversion on the part of 
some, and we felt that something was lacking if each 
month a number did not join the church. Compared 
to some churches our success was small, compared 
to the great needs around us it was almost negligible. 
Yet people said our church was a successful one. 
Let us grant a measure of success and then ask the 
secret., Was it eloquent preaching? No. Was it 
pastoral visitation? No. Was it skilful organization? 
No. Was it gigantic effort? No. What was it? 
There is only one reply — prayer. 

For four years,. beside our ordinary meetings, we 
had a nightly prayer-meeting for revival. The ar- 
ranged time was 8.45 to 9.15 P. M., oftentimes we 
went on to a much later hour. Even on Christmas 
eve and Christmas night the prayers were continued. 
On Saturday evening we had our regular weekly 
prayer-meeting.. On Rentes t'ere was united prayer 
before Sunday-school, united prayer before the Gospel 
service at night, and a closing prayer-meeting of prac- 
tically an hour’s duration at the close of the day. Dur- 
ing the four years an average of fifteen to twenty 
attended our daily prayer-meetings. We loved the 
unsaved, we recognized their tremendous need, we re- 
membered the priceless price paid for them, and we 
could do no other than pray. Oh, how the teacher 
needs to truly value the souls’ of his scholars, the par- 
ents of their children, the minister of his congregation, 
and the Church of the world. When that is done 
prayer, agonizing prayer, will be indeed the Christian’s 
vital breath. Finally. . 

V. Prayer is tired love resting—When Jesus was tired 
— wounded — broken-hearted, he just quietly — rest- 
fully — other selfedly said, “Father, into thy hands I 
commend my spirit.” He simply rested back into the 
arms of the Eternal. Do you know anything of such 
prayer? Do-you know what it is to be so tired men- 
tally and spiritually that all you can do is, with some 
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tender phrase of trust upon your lips, to lie back and 
sleep in the watchful care of God? Mothers know 
what it means, Sunday-school teachers know, pastors 
know, evangelists know, world winners for Jesus 
Christ know, —do you know? Many of us know so 
little about such prayer because we do so little for 
Christ. Ours is the life of slippered ease. Beloved, 
if we do more, if we move through the world in the 
spirit of our Lord, if our life is one continual dying 
to self and living for others, we shall know. There 
in no sweeter form of prayer than when, too tired 
to frame sentences, too tired to think, we rest back 
on the unfailing Arms. Under such circumstances 
even sleep itself may be eloquent prayer in the esti- 
mation of God. 

In one of his winsome “quiet talks,” S. D. Gordon 
reminds us of a sweet incident in the life of an old 
German Christian — Professor Bengel of Denkindorf. 
The professor was the wonder of his college students. 
How be combined in such a marvelous degree spiritual- 
ity and Scholarship was a perpetual puzzle to them. 
But one day the secret was discovered. While he was 
out lecturing at night a student secreted himself in 
the professor’s room behind the heavy curtains in the 
window recess, intending to stay there urtil the loved 
teacher returned in order that this aged Christian’s 
habits might be observed. Late at night the profes- 
sor returned—the student watched with breathless 
interest. The old man entered the room, took off his 
heavy boots and drew on his slippers, sat down at his 
study table, and opened a large old-fashioned German 
Bible — or better a Bible printed in German — and be- 
gan to read. For a long time he read, half an hour — 
three-quarters of an hour —an hour, and yet still he 
read on. At last, in the early hours of the morning, 


‘the Bible was reverently closed. Then leaning his 


head down on his hands the tired man of God said in 
the simplest, most familiar, yet reverent way possibl 
“Well, Lord Jesus, we’re on the same old terms, g 
night” — and then he slept. - Tired love resting. 
* May I ask you the question in closing, Do you 
know what prayer is? Do you know what “Love 
speaking for God to hear” is? Oh, I want you to 
know. Prayer is priceless to me. I could not live 
without it. I should go about hungry, thirsty, sick 
at heart if prayer were denied me—so would many, 
many others. At least I want prayer to be to you 
what it is to me—my prayer is that it may be far 
more. How may our prayer be intensified — how may 
our prayer life become full and overflowing? Need 
I say that a true prayer life is not possible to an un- 
redeemed life? There must. be first of all the ac- 
ceptance of Christ as the sinner’s Saviour, as your 
Saviour, and then there must be perfect submission 
to the Holy Spirit and as you obey implicitly he will 
increasingly take of the things of Jesus and reveal 
them unto you. He will make the story of the cross 
live before your thought, he will clothe God in infinite 
love, and then as you love you will pray. 

Lynton, North Devon, Enc. 


How. God Helped in th 
Psychology “Exam” 
By Nell H. Dick 


| ge soryey of mine told me the following story 
about an answer to prayer that to me is the most 
wonderful that I have ever known. The friend to 
whom I refer is a woman of remarkable personality, 
a great soul-winner, and is leading the victorious life. 
She takes even the smallest temporal matters to her 
heavenly Father in prayer. : 

Her second son, a young man of twenty, was at- 
tending the University of Tennessee, and suddenly his 
eyes failed him. The doctors told him that on no con- 
dition must he use them in study; so his mother, un- 
willing for him to give up his college career, volun- 
teered to be eyes for him — she did all his reading. 

The time came for the quarterly test in psychology, 
and in this subject the young man was very deficient. 
The examination was to be given on a certain Mon- 
day, and on the Saturday preceding this Monday he 
said to his mother, “Now, mother, you will have to 
read to me all day to-morrow, or I’m going to fail. 
I know absolutely nothing of this quarter’s work in 
psychology, so I’ll have to cram on Sunday.” 

The mother shook her head, “Not on Sunday, 
Nathan,—‘Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.’ 
That is God’s command, and we must obey.” 

“But, mother, this is an -exceptional case —I won’t 
make ten unless I study to-morrow.” 

“Very well, then,” said his mother, “it is better to 
fail than to break God’s commandments. I'll read 
to you till nearly midnight to-night and Monday 
morning we'll get up bright and early, and I will read 
te you till time for you to take the car for the uni- 
versity. I have faith to believe that you will come 
out all right.” 

On Sunday afternoon Nathan went for a walk, and 
when he returned his face was clouded, and he said, 
“Well, mother, I know I’ll make.the worst failure of 
any man in the class. Nearly every one is working 
and cramming this afternoon, and will continue to do 
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so to-night. Do you waat me to disgracé myself? 
Read to me now.” 

But the mother remained firm in the stand she had 
taken. They arose early Monday morning, and she 
read to him. When he took the car to go to the uni- 
versity, she went to her secret place of prayer and 
remained there, praying all through the hour that the 
test was being given. She asked God to give her 
son wisdom and judgment in his answers, and to show 
him that God did answer the prayers of those who 
obeyed and came to him in sincerity and in truth. 

When Nathan returned at noon she asked him how 
he came out and he shook his head, saying that he was 
afraid that he had failed. 

Wednesday came and still no announcement of how 
any stood the test. The professor had said that morn- 
ing, “Well, some of you certainly have failed to study 
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this quarter. Why, some of the grades are as low as 
six.” But no names were given. So Nathan came 
home bluer than ever, “I told you, mother; I knew 
I couldn’t make it, and just think how I’lt feel when 
my name is posted and that six*after it.” 

The mother looked up into his face with a smile, 
saying, “Then it’s all right, Nathan; God never makes 
any mistakes.” 

Friday at noon Nathan came softly into his mother’s 
room and stole up to her chair and leaning over kissed 
her and laid his test paper in her lap. His grade 
was 10— perfect! He was the only man in the class 
who received such a grade, and the men who made the 
worst failures were the ones who wWerked hardest on 
Sunday. 

“Mother,” he said, “I’ll never doubt again.” 

Knoxvitte. TENN. 








What a pastor did to win and hold his 
Sunday-school to the preaching service 





Howa Sunday-School Was Brought to Church 


- By J. O. Staples 




















A Sunday-school that is not well represented at the preaching ‘services is failing both its young peosle and the 
Do you, as pastor or superintendent, it difficult to get —_ boys and girls to identify themselves with 
I 


the ohianoh and to form the habit of regular 


M. MOTHER died when I was a small boy, but 
she was faithful in her church attendance, and 
she fixed the habit so firmly in me that when I was 
alone in the world it asserted itself and I attended 
church services, although I usually ignored the Sun- 
day-schéo6l.:' It was through preaching that I was 
won to Christ. After. 1 was converted, I united with 
the church and: wanted to work for it. : 

My first pastorate, in 1894, was among working 
people, many of whom were indifferent to the spir- 
itual interests of their children. They might send 
them to the Sunday-school, but they cared nothing 
for the church. I realized that the children would 
soon think themselves to be “too big” for the -Sun- 
day-school and we should lose them. ' 

- The Sunday-school followed the morning church 
service at this place, so to induce ‘the children to 
come to church, I sought and found papers: of a dif- 
ferent character from those given out in the Sunday- 
school, and offered them as rewards for attending 
the morning church service. A numbered ticket was 
iven to each young person as he entered the church. 

hese tickets were retained by the scholars until the 
close of the Sunday-school, when they were presented 
in numerical order and the papers delivered. 

In order to secure a ticket the scholar must be “on 
time” for the church service, but the man at the door 
loved children, and justice was tempered with mercy. 
The two front rows of pews, and sometimes more, 
were usually filled with children, the older young 
folks sitting where they pleased. Fully fifty percent 
of the school attended the morning services of . the 
church. To-day, those boys and girls are men and 
women, and they are among the office-holders and chief 
supporters of the church. When I meet them now, 
they thank me for what I did to induce them to at- 
tend and to love the church. 

My most successful plan for securing a large at- 
tendance of Sunday-school scholars at_ the church 
services, was the inauguration of a unified service. 
The unified service is a combined church and Sunday- 
school; it is study and worship all in one, as it ought 
to be in every church. 

In this church the Sunday-school had preceded the 
morning preaching service of the church. Under the 
unified plan we opened somewhat after the manner 
of a church service, with the choir in its place, and 
with the pastor and the Sunday-school superintendent 
side by side on the platform. Doxology, invocation, 
the pastor leading. Responsive reading of the Sun- 
day-school lesson followed, and then a hymn (one of 
the great hymns which children should be taught), 
the superintendent leading. The pupils then marched 
to their classrooms for lesson study, the Primary and 
Intermediate Departments having their usual special 
exercises, : 

After the lesson period, all again take their places 
in the church for a song and class reports, the super- 
intendent leading. Then followed a unique part of 
the program, the placing of the standards. 

Each class had been provided with a standard (a 
staff attached to a base, all about four feet high, dec- 
orated with class colors, and surmounted by the class 
number. The class with the highest percentage of at- 
tendance, and the one with the largest offering in 
each department was permitted to place its standard 
on the platform. There was a constant rivalry. be- 
tween the classes, old as well as young, for the honor 
of bringing class standards to the front. A class 
would often strive to keep its standard on the platform 
as long as possible, defying the efforts of others to 
surpass its record and cause its banner to come down. 
This enlivened the interest and built up the school 
as well as the church attendance. 


attendance ? 
your problem > 


; this pastor’s plan suggest a solution for 


Scripture. lesson, prayer, anthem, offertory, object 
lesson, or story-sermon, hymn, sermon, and: invitation 
followed, the pastor leading. The superintendent then 
calls for the birthday offerings, after which the bene- 
diction is pronounced by the pastor” 

_ This service did not require more than an hour 
and a half, and had such movement and variety that 
the youngest child did not become tired. Sixty to 
seventy-five percent of the school attended the morn- 


ing church service. Conversions were more frequent: 


because there was an opportunity to present the in- 
vitation, every Sunday, if thought best, and it had 


‘the dignity of the church service to make it more 


impressive. Teachers and others were more ready to 
do personal work with the unsaved. This proved a 
blessing to the spiritual life of the church, and the 
people of the community perceiving the attention which 
the church was giving to their children -were more 
interested in the church, and became more regular 
in attendance, especially at the evening services. 

f parents were not willing that their children 
should remain until the close of the services, or it 
was best for some of the little tots to retire, the 
teachers passed them out quietly when the call was 
given to reassemble after the study period. There 
were always some who would leave on their own ac- 
count, but class pride was a strong inducement to 
stay. The scholars became interested in the rivalry 
for a place for their standards on the platform, and 
did missionary work with the indifferent ones. 

When scholars who had not been in the habit of 
attending church discovered that the pastor made the 
service brief and interesting, their prejudice was re- 
moved, and they remained because they liked it. Ob- 
ject lessons are a great help; and I have always used 
them. When teachers in their class work emphasize 
the pastors’ object lessons or some other feature of 


the church services, the average attendance will show’ 


a very marked increase. There must be hearty co- 
Operation, or the best plan will not svcceed. 
CENTERVILLE. Iowa. 
id 


An Easter Reading — 
Arranged by Mary Brainerd Smith 


Leader.—Did Jesus, as he lived with men, 
Know he would die and rise again? 
School._—“Jesus said unto them, The Son of man shall 
be betrayed inta@ the hands of men: And they shall 
kill him, and the third day he shall be raised again.” 
Leader.—Did those twelve of his chosen band 
Believe his words or understand? 
School_—“And they understood none of these things.” 
Leader.—When Jesus then died on the cross, 
Could they see aught but grief and loss? 
School—“They mourned and wept.” 
Leader.—When angels said, “He lives again,” 
Could they believe it even then? 
School—“And they when they had heard that he was 
alive, believed not.” 
Leader—When Mary saw him through her. tears, 
Did she know him, despite her fears? 
School_—“She turned herself back, and saw Jesus 
standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.” 
Leader.—When Jesus joined the two who walked, 
Did they believe as there he talked? 
School—“And they said one to another, Did not our 
heart burn within us, while he talked with us by 
the way?” 
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Leader.—When back they came on glad, swift feet, 
Did faith their wondrous tidings meet? 
School.—“And they went and told it unto the residue: 
neither believed they them,” 
Leader.—When Christ himself among them came, ° 
Did faith then spring in fiving flame? 
School—“Then were the disciples glad when th 
saw the Lord. ... And Tactuns answered aw 
said unto him, My Lord and my God.” 
Leader.—Did faith in Christ, alive for aye, — 
Change their lives from that Easter day? 
School—“And with great power gave the apostles wit- 
ness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and 
great grace was upon them all.” 
Leader—Were any mighty blessings wrought 
By Jesus’ resurrection taught? — 
School.—“But Peter said unto them, . . . This. Jesus 
hath God raised up, whereof-we all are witnesses .. . 
Then they that gladly received his word were bap- 
tized; and the same day there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls.” 
Leader.—Does faith in Jesus’ risen power 
Mean aught in our lives at this hour? 
School.—‘“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth. the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved.” 
Leader.—What hope to all our lives is borne 
From Jesus’ resurrection. morn? 
School.—“If we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus. will God 
bring. with him.” “For now is Christ risen from 
be dead, and become the firstfruits of them that 
slept.” ha , 
Leader.—What promise does our living Lord 
Give to his own in his blest Word? 
School.—“I will come again, and receive you unto my- 
self; that where 1 am, there ye may be also.” 
“And so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
PHILADELPHIA. a ; 


A Blind. Man’s Wonderful 
Work for the Blind 
T_IS estimated that there are one million’ blind: in 
China, and ‘in Christian’ institutions there’ are not 
more than six’ or seveti hundred who are receiving 
the love and care poor blind folk ought to ‘receive. 
Mr. Robert Powell; of the China Inland Mission, -de- 


scribes a visit to a blind. man who is helping other 
blind folks: Tee Fae 


_ “He was lying upon the bed, every joint of his body 
immovable, unable to turn in any direction. His jaw 
was locked so that it necessitated the removal ‘of his 
front teeth to insert the spout of the feeding cup. His 


- whole body was as stiff as a log of wood, but his 


mind was full of vigor, and his heart full of the grace 
of service. For twenty-nine years he has lain thus, 
fed only on liquid foods. For twenty-two years he 
has been blind. Is it possible that such a one as he 
could do anything to help the heathen blind? Listen! 
These are supported by his efforts: 

“Seventeen blind children in India; ten in China; a 
blind Biblewoman in Korea; a blind boy in Sudan; a 
blind boy in Fiji; a blind girl who is now a Bible- 
woman in Jaffa. 

“Three hundred pounds a year is received in answer 
to prayer by that faithful, silent, sightless, paralyzed 
worker in that little shut-in room in Melbourne. 

“A Christian lady visiting this invalid, thinking to 
put a little interest into his life, asked him to join a 
birthday band, the object of which was to give a shill- 
ing on your birthday to the heathen. He did so, and 
during the week he thought of all the people he knew 
in the world. They numbered ten. He told the lady 
of these, and asked her to write to them for him. 
Thus began his ministry for the heathen blind. Little 
by little his circle of friends increased, until now he 
is able to succor so many of these poor little blind ones 
in all parts of the world. 

“His address is Robert A. Byers, 102 Union Street, 
Windsor, Victoria, Australia. His work has grown 
to be the Mission to the Blind in Heathen Lands. 
Thirty-eight blind children and thirteen adult workers 
are being supported. These are in India, Ceylon, 
China, Korea, Japan, South Pacific, Palestine, Egypt, 
Sudan, and Brazil, South America. In addition, books 
for the blind, in several heathen languages are being 
sent out per medium British and Foreign and Amer- 
ican Bible Societies and Braille Missionary Union, 
England.” 


Mr. J. H. Smeeton, of the Algiers Mission Band, 
who works in part among blind Mohammedans, is 
greatly interested in Mr.- Byers and his work. Mr. 
Byers writes The Sunday School Times, saying: 

“T should like to get in touch with the blind in 
the United States, if I knew how to find:them. Pos- 
sibly many of your readers may have blind relatives, 
to whom they can pass on copies of our circulars, and 
there may be many prayer circles, and prayer workers, 
who could help in prayer,.if in no other way. ‘More 
things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams 
of,’ as I have found repeatedly.” - — 


























Lesson for April 6 
1 Kings 12:1 to 16: 28 
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LESSON I. APRIL 6. THE KINGDOM RENT ASUNDER 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Kings 12:1 to 16: 28 


Golden Text.—Pride goeth before destruction, 


And a haughty spirit before a fall.— Proverbs 16: 18 














The Lesson Applied 
By W. Irving Carroll, D.D. 


First 
BIG TALK by Rehoboam! His father had said, 
“A fool’s MOUTH is his destruction” (Prov. 18:7). 
1 Kings 12: 1-5, 12-14, “I will ADD to your yoke: 
my father chastised with whips, but I with SCOR- 
PIONS.” 
Daniel 4: 28-32, “I have built,” “MY power,” “MY 


majesty.” “While the word was in the king’s 
MOUTH.” 
Second. 


But “cowardly” CONDUCT! 

1 Kings 12: 16-18, “King Rehoboam made SPEED 
...to FLEE.” 1 Corinthians 16: 13, “STAND FAST 
in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.” 

; Third 

GOD seems to have been a “forgotten” factor! 

1 Kings 12:6-11, Rehoboam “Consulted with the 
old men,” and “Consulted with the young men,” but he 
NEVER took “Counsel of the LORD.” 

Exodus 2: 12, “Moses looked this way and that way,” 
but not UP! Isaiah 31:1, “But they look not unto 
the HOLY ONE of Israel.” Hosea 7:11, “Like a 
silly dove, they call unto Egypt, they go to Assyria.” 


Fourth 


And YET God “was” in it! The sovereignty of 
God and the free will of man. 

_ 1 Kings 12:15, 24, “The cause was from the Lord.” 

1 Kings 12:19, 20, Jeroboam was made “King over 
all Israel” except the “Tribe of Judah only,” just as 
the Lord had said to Solomon, 1 Kings 11: 11-13, “I 
will rend it out of the hand of thy son,” “Howbeit not 
ALL the kingdom”; and to Jeroboam, 1 Kings 11: 31- 
33, “I will. give TEN tribes to thee.” Threading 
through the jungle and tangle and wrangle of human 
affairs is the sovereignty of God. 

Luke 17:1, “It is IMPOSSIBLE but that offences 
will come; but WOE unto him, through WHOM they 
come.” . 

Acts 2:23, “By the determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God,” yet the hands that did it were not 
“innocent” but “WICKED” hands. 

Fifth 

Jeroboam! What schemes, plans, pretense, and 

am ‘ 

1 Kings 12: 26-33, He “set up” and he “made.” The 
PRETENSE for the idol altars was his “solicitude” 
for the dear people’s comfort, “It is TOO MUCH 
for you to go up to Jerusalem.” And he “D@ised of 
his own heart” a feast “LIKE unto” the feast in 
Judah, changing the month, and making priests “Of 
the lowest of the people,” not Levites. Demagogery! 

MarsHALL, TEx. : 


The Message of the Lesson 
By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


I. The Scripture To Be Read 


The Nation’s Appeal (1 Kings 12:1-5). The place 
of assembly is significant, for it was in the midst of 
what became the Northern Kingdom. The spirit of 
the people is also seen in the recall of Jeroboam from 
exile. Then’ came a demand which was thoroughly 
reasonable in view of the circumstances. The strain 
had become almost intolerable, and the desire for re- 
lief was sincere and not exaggerated. The young 
king showed wisdom in his reply, which gave no 
idea of the sad sequel. 


The King’s Answer (vs. 6-14). The consultation 
first with the older men was eminently discreet and 
promised well. They wisely counselled concessions 
which might have bound the people to the king and 
given his reign a good start. To yield is often the 
way of peace and unity, while refusal may lead’ to 
trouble. So it proved here. Experience was aban- 
doned and the reasonable request was refused. The 
response of the king was fatal, especially because his 
reply (v. 11) meant boasting and noise with nothing 
— it. Threats are invariably unwise and a mis- 
ake. 


The People’s Action (vs. 15-20). Though they 
knew it not, the people were carrying out the Divine 
purpose (v. 15; 11: 29-33). God could not overlook 
the great departure of: Solomon from the plainest 
commands. And so this national disaster, though 
brought about by purely natural, personal, and politi- 


Devotional Reading: Psalms 131 and 133. 
Pimary Topic: The Story of a Foolish King. 

Lesson Material: 1 Kings 12: 1-20. 

Memory Verse: Hear instruction, and be wise.—Prov. 8 : 33. - 
Junior Topic: Rehoboam’s Folly. 

Lesson Material : 1 Kings 12: 1-20. 

Memory Verse: Proverbs 16: 18. 
Intermediate ior Topic: The Division of the Kingdem. 
ge Se Some People and Adults: Why the Kingdom was 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1 Kings 12 : 12-20 

12:12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam 
the third day, as the king bade, saying, Come to me again 
the third day. 13 And the king answered the people 
roughly, and forsook the counsel of the old men which 
they had given him, 14 and spake to them after the coun- 
sel of the young men, saying, My father made your yoke 
heavy, but I will add to your yoke: my father chastised 
you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions. 
15 So the king hearkened not unto the people; for it was 
a thing brought about of Jehovah, that he might estab- 
lish his word, which Jehovah spake by Ahijah the Shilon- 
ite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 

16 And when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not 
unto them, the people answered the king, saying, What 
portion have we in David? neither have we inheritance in 
the son of Jesse: to your tents, O Israel: now see to thine 
own house, David. So Israel departed unto their tents. 
17 But as for the children of Israel that dwelt in the cities 
of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. 18 Then king 
Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was over the men subject to 
taskwork; and all Israel stoned him to death with stones. 
And king Rehoboam made speed to get him up to his 


. chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel rebelled against 


the house of David unto this day. 20 And it came to pass, 
when all Israel heard that Jeroboam was returned, that 
they sent and called him unto the congregation, and made 
him king over all Israel: there was none that followed the 
house of David, but the tribe of Judah only. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








cal means, was at basis moral and spiritual. When 
we go deeply into politics, we are sure to get down 
to theology. The revolt of the ten tribes immediately 
followed (v. 16), though the two tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin remained loyal (v. 17). The further un- 
wisdom of the king and the temper of the people were 
seen in the incident of Adoram (v. 18), and this in- 
creased the tension and led to the appointment of 
Jeroboam as king of the Northern section (v. 20). 


Il. The Graded Topics 


As the topics for the Intermediate, Senior, Young 
People, and Adult Classes are practically the same, 
they will be considered together : 

1. Consider the events leading up to the division. 
From the time of Joshua to that of David, the tribe 
of Ephraim had taken the lead, and. had been jealous 
of its self-prerogative (Judges 8:1, 2; 12:1). The 
rise of Judah, David’s tribe, led to increased jealousy 
through the apparent supersession of Joshua’s tribe 
of Ephraim. This was undoubtedly the commence- 
ment of a serious division: 

2. Indications of this tribal jealousy are seen in 
David’s reign, especially as the feeling about Saul led 
to opposition to David (2 Sam. 2:8-10). Even at 
this time the use.of the two terms, Judah and Israel, 
indicated a serious division and much jealousy of 
Judah (2 Sam. 15:6; 19: 40-43). 

3. All this tribal jealousy was intensified by the 
hardships felt by the people through Solomon’s high- 
handed action. His demands created oppression and 
his unfaithfulness to God demanded judgment (1 Kings 
11: 26-43; 12:4, “yoke”). 

4. And thus we must carefully distinguish between 
the cause or causes of the division (as now seen) and 
the actual occasion due to Rehoboam’s attitude. The 
king was headstrong, and this action added fuel to a 
fire which had been gathering and (to some extent) 
burning for nearly three hundred years from the time 
of the judges. 


Ill. The Golden Text 


This (Prov. 16:18) specially emphasizes the mat- 
ter from the standpoint of Rehoboam and carries with 
it a message for all time. 

1. The character of pride. This always means an 
inordinate idea of self, and the consciousness of our 
own superiority to others. It takes various forms: 
pride of race (nationality) ; pride of place (position) ; 
pride of face (appearance); and, worst of all, pride 
of grace (spiritual conceit). 

2. The sin of pride. It is a fundamental sin. It 
was the sin of Satan (Ezek. 28: 12-17), of Adam and 
Eve (Gen. 3:5), and is the root of every other evil. 
It involves the assertion of self and this brings with 
it an attitude which contradicts our true position be- 
fore God. 
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3. The consequence of pride. The text tells clearly 
what will happen. Pride involves a “fall” and results 
in spiritual and moral “destruction.” No one can in- 
dulge in self-esteem and self-assertion without the re- 
sult being self-will, and the expression of our 
will as against that of God will inevitably result in 
disaster. We were never intended to be independent. 

4. The safeguard against pride. The opposite .of 
pride is humility, and this is the supreme Christian 
grace. See Romans 12:3, 16; 1 Peter 5:5; 2 Cor- 
inthians 10:12-18; 12:7-10. The Christian will al- 
ways be occupied with. Christ, and this comparison 
will, always keep the soul humble—‘“Not I, but 
Christ” — “None of self and all of Thee.” 


IV. Devotional Reading 


These two Psalms (131 and 133) emphasize two 
things which are specially prominent in the lesson. 
1. The need of humility. Psalm 131. 
(1) The personal confession. 
(2) The personal confidence. 
2. The need of unity. Psalm 133. 
(1) Its blessedness. 
*(2) Its’ blessing. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Getting Started in Class 
By Howard A. Banks 


OL_LIYPOCRITE” comes from a Greek word mean- 

ing “actor.” The “hypocrite” in the old Greek 
amphitheater could not be heard back of the fiftieth 
tier of seats, and hence he wore a false head, enlarged, 
with something like a modern megaphone from his 
real mouth to the mouth of his mask, and through this 
his .voice had a farther reach. The world is much 
troubled by hypocrisy -to-day. It is a plague of pub- 
lic life, and Congress .committees are investigating 
political hypocrites.. It is a curse of “religious” life, 
and pulpits are too often full of preachers who camou- 
flage infidelity with the terminology of the old faith. 
Hypocrites may fool men, but never God. “Why 
feignest thou thyself to be another”? (14: 6.) 

PHILADELPHIA, 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT indications of division of the kingdom can 
be traced before the actual separation? 
2 What circumstances in, Solomon’s reign contrib- 
uted to this result of division? 
3. What specific grievances led to the request? 
What is meant by the “yoke”? 
4. How may we distinguish here between occasion 
and cause? 


5. Give some of the names that the northern king- 
dom was called. 

6. Which kingdom was carried first into captivity ? 

7. Have these two kingdoms ever yet been reunited? 

8. Will they ever be? (Ezek. 37: 15-22.) 

9. Have you heard of the Samaritan Pentateuch? 

10. Have you heard of the little remnant of Sa- 
maritan Jews living today at this very place Shechem, 
modern Nablous, and actually offering the Passover 
sacrifice on Mt. Gerizim? 

11. Which was the leading tribe in the northern 
kingdom? Of which tribe was Jeroboam? 

12, Do you know the story of Jeroboam’s youth, 
during Solomon’s reign? 

13. What prophet had first warned Israel of the 
burden —in taxes—of a king? Can you give the 
specific details of his warning that were exactly ful- 
filled under Solomon’s régime? 

14. In what ways had Solomon used the people’s 
taxes? What benefits had come to the people them- 
selves? 

15. Why had not the people rebelled against such 
heavy burdens during Solomon’s life? Had they? 

16. In what ways were, taxes paid, or collected, in 
Solomon’s time? 

17. Trace Rehoboam’s ancestry (father’s line) back 
to Boaz. 

18. What traits of character had Rehoboam’s life 
as the “crown prince” cultivated in him? What traits 
did he show in this great emergency ? 

19. What was the essential failure of Rehoboam? 

20. What was the sin.of Jeroboam in view of God’s 
promise that he should be king? 
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21. Is revolution ever justified? If so, under what 
circumstances ? ‘ 

22. Can you name any other false altar than Jero- 
boam’s (12: 25-33) in Israel’s earlier history? hat 
a aa effect did Jeroboam’s altar have upon the 
nation ° 


23. Are there any lying prophets in our own day? 
(13: 18.) What makes a prophet lie? In what con- 
sisted the failure of “the man of God”? 


24. What were the “high places”? 

25. How would you connect the teaching of this 
lesson with Luke 17:1 and the second part of the 
Second Commandment ? 

26. Did Rehoboam have any chance, in the face of 
the announcement recorded in 1 Kings 11: 11? 

_27. What chance has a sinner under the Divine in- 
dictment consequent upon Adam’s fall? 


28. Is there any way for us to escape all the con- 
sequences of the sins of our parents? 


29. What part can we escape and how? 

30. What is the difference, between guiltiness and 
other consequences of sin? 

31. Has the atoning blood of Christ any applica- 
tion here? 

32. How many and what other Bible characters be- 
sides Josiah (13:2) were named in prophecy before 
their birth? 

33. What is meant when it is said “Asa’s heart was 
perfect with the Lord”? (15: 15.) 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Old Fellows.—The king answered the people 
roughly, and forsook the counsel of the old men (v. 
13). have been here in Washington for a few days 
looking over my property. I find the President and the 
hands taking very good care of it. Of course he has 
a bunch of men helping him boss the job. I notice 
none of them are this year’s graduates or newly fledged 
members of the bar. As I write this note I have 
stopped in front of the Pan American Building, where 
sit, this morning, the representatives of nine nations 
to consider the matter of giving old Mars the John 
Barleycorn treatment. I notice none of the representa- 
tives of the nine nations is an apprentice. Secretary 
Hughes’ whiskers are a beautiful bushy gray. There 
are wrinkles aplenty all around the big table. When- 
ever you see one of these wonderful “young men” 
who swings such great enterprises it is “dollars to 
doughnuts” there is an old fellow back of him keep- 
ing watch above his own. Bethlehem Grace has his 
Charley Schwab. Charley Schwab had his Andrew 
Carnegie, Andrew Carnegie had his Tom Scott. Tom 
Scott had his Edgar Thompson—and so it goes in 
all lines, from steel to sardines. The young man does 
not really, of himself, know very much. He is a good 
bluffer at his age. Without “the venerable chairman 
of the board,” or equivalent in age and experience, he 
would sink. I will stand before an audience of a 
thousand young men and, by statement, argument, and 
a wealth of illustration, show them how to get on 
in this world and make sure of the next, and not 
over ten men of the thousand will “catch on.” Most 
young men have to take a post-graduate course in the 
school of Hard Knocks before they “get any wit.” 
Rehoboam is not the last son of his Daddy to make 
a 9 of himself and lose a kingdom (Job 11:17; 
30:7). 


The Strike.—So Israel departed unto their tents 
(v. 16). -Our grandfathers did not understand what 
happened to Israel that day as we understand it in 
this day. If we are “fed up” on any one thing it 
is with strike fritters. This “to your tents” affair 
was a domestic strike. It was not a rebellion, for 
there was no principle at stake, no taxation without 
representation, no slaves to be freed. - Simply a mat- 
ter of hours and wages. Jeroboam was a labor leader. 
Nash, the Golden Rule employer..of Cincinnati, has 
just been telling the business men of Philadelphia the 
wonderful success of his Kingdom of Clothing because 
the legs of the boss are no bigger than the little fin- 
gers of his work people. As I write, Marshal Foch 
of France is “slowly eating his way across the coun- 
try.” All along the way thousands are crowding to 
do him honor. Men are naturally hero-worshipers, as 
Carlyle so splendidly shows. A Boss’ workmen will 
hurrah for him if that Boss will give them a chance. 
(Speaking of General Foch, the Senators and Judges, 
and big public men who have been speaking to some 
four thousand of us here in Washington are all tak- 
ing off their hats to the greatest general of this day, 
because, being in a country ‘where it is against the 
law to have drink, he has refused to touch it, even 
though it has been his life-long habit as a citizen of 
a country noted for its wines.) Wherever there is 
a strike it is usually the fault of “Rehoboam.” Try 
getting to see the “King” of a great business even on 
a business matter and then realize what chance the 
fellow who shovels dirt, or even the skilled workman 
has, of seeing the “old man.” In those “kingdoms” 
where the “King” is close enough to his people for 
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a touch there is fo Jeroboam “to your tents” business 
(Isa. 45: 21). : 


‘Why the Wheels Turn Round.—Tiere was none 


that followed the house of David but the tribe of” 


Judah (v. 20). Of course every one, thinks of our 
family fight some sixty years ago, when a similar 
breaking in two of a great nation threatened. One 
of the speakers at our conference here in Washington 
called attention to the fact that the North freed the 
South from its curse of slavery and in return the 
South came and freed the North from the curse of 
strong drink. He was a Southerner, and he seemed to 
think that the honors were even, and hundreds of del- 
egates applauded to the echo. Israel split and the 
long slide began. Solomon in all his glory became the 
first of a continued story. “David” the father who 
ties to God, prospers afid piles it up. “Solomon” the 
son who soars under the upward impulse.of Dad’s 
picty and provision. {But with a loosened grip on 

ad’s religion. “More liberal,” dontcha know. Got 
away from the Puritanical ideas. Private cellar, Sun- 
day golf and dinner dances.) “Rehoboam,” the grand- 
son who has no ental boost in a religious way 
and “isn’t worth kicking out of the road.” “You see 
’em wherever you go, and they GO wherever you see 
’em.” This is the reason why it is shirt sleeves to 
shirt sleeves in three generations. To use a popular 
word, the Rehoboam chap is the “Goat.” The Pioneer 
— The Spender — The t. P hae: think of this, Mr. 
Man, when you let go of Dad’s religion. Your own 
boy will be the “Goat.” Your father was religious. 
Your place in the sun is on account of your father, 
You have no religion of your own. Your boy loses 
his place in the sun—the “kingdom” will be rent, 
and like as not “Jeroboam,” one of the hired hands, 
will run the Kingdom. Almost every local history has 
this exhibit (Ezek. 18:2). 
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Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


WO distinct lines of prediction are found in this 
lesson: 


1. Prophecy and its fulfilment, as related to the 
various kings and leaders in Judah and Israel in the 
immediate period covered by 1 Kings 12:1 to 16: 28, 
which is the larger portion of Scripture assigned 
to this lesson. Note in this connection, 1 Kings 13: 
I-32; 14: 10-16; 16: 1-7. 

It should be remembered that these immediate pre- 
dictions were from the mouth of Jehovah and were 
fulfilled in his infinite faithfulness. Had one of them 
failed, he would have been proved to be untrue. Thus 
it is with every promise or prophecy he has ever made, 
including the greatest of all his purposes as seen in the 
divine provisions for the child of God under grace. 
Some prophecies are not yet fulfilled only because of 
the fact that the time appointed has not arrived. 

2. The division of the kingdom was according to 
the prophecy through Ahijah (1 Kings 11:26-40). 
This great prediction is in two parts: (1) The abso- 
lute, unconditional promise to Jeroboam of a throne 
over the ten tribes of Israel (11: 31-37), and (2) the 
conditional promise of a “sure house” like unto that 
given to David, and the kingly possession of the ten 
tribes (11:38). What the result of all this might 
have been upon the history of the nation is not dis- 
closed; for Jeroboam.utterly failed to keep his part 
of the covenant, . 

The hard answer Rehoboam returned to Israel, which 
was the occasion of the divisian of the kingdom (12: 
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1-24), is an outstanding fulfilment of Deuteronomy 
17 : 14.. 

. When the immediate prophecy concerning the divi- 
sion of the kingdom-is 5 view, it is well _* look on 
to the oe prophecy in relation to the future re- 
union of the whole house of Israel (Ezek. 37; 21-28; 
Jer. 23: 5-8; Isa, 11: 10-13). 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF COMPARISON.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











Sig rot nce was born the child of a king, and 
Jeroboam, a child of the people, yet in the provi- 
dence of God both came to the throne, one through 
the natural succession and the other through revolu- 
tion. Rehoboam reigned seventeen years and Jeroboam 
twenty-two, but neither made a record such as we 
would expect from a wise ruler, to say nothing of 
one: ruling over a people who were ’s chosen. 
Both negatively and positively they were estranged 
from Jehovah. Negatively, in that they seem to 
rely not upon the God of Israel, but upon the arm of 
flesh. They both built walled cities for protection 
and called not upon God to guard. And while Jero- 
boam was- the more flagrant in his violation of Je- 
hovah’s law against idolatry, both were sinners against 
the Lord in this and the punishment of the Lord fell 
upon them for it. This sad fact can be vivified by the 
story, so intensely dramatic, of the prophet who came 
out of Judah to convéy God’s rebuke to Jeroboam, 
and by the story of the Egyptian invasion of Judah. 
The Golden Text has an appropriate application to both 
kings, as well as to their illustrious predecessor who 
reignéd before the kingdom was divided, and who him- 
self uttered the proverb. .| 

The lesson offers opportunity also for a compari- 
son of the two kingdoms—so unfortunately started 
on .their rival careers — which both ended in sad dis- 
aster. Both had nineteen kings, but the period of 
Israel was about two hundred and fifty years as com- 
pared with the four hundred years of Judah. In Judah 
there was now and then a king in the line who was 
outstanding for his godliness, but no such light breaks 
upon the line which Jeroboam began. It seems a 
singular fact that not one of that line has a record 
of godliness. The whole story might be written in 
the oft-repeated words: “He did that which was evil 
in the sight of the Lord.” 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet laining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 











Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1, April 6—The Kingdom Rent Asunder 
1 Kings 12:1 to 16: 28 
2. April 13.—Elijah and the Struggle With Baal. 
1 Kings 16 : 29 to 19 : 21; chap. 21; 2 Kings 1:1 to 2:12 
3. April 20.—Elisha: Teacher and Statesman 
1 Kings 19: 15-21; 2 Kings 2 to 10; 13 : 14-2! 
Or, Easter Lesson.—The Risen Christ ..... Mark 16: 1-15 
4. April 27—Amos and Hosea Pleading for Righteousness 
(Temperance Lesson.) ...... Books of Amos and Hosea 
5. May 4.—The Assyrian Exile of Israel ..2 Kings 11 to 17 
6. May 11.—Jehoiada’s Victory Over Baal 
1 Kings 14:21 to 15 : 24; 22; 2 Kings 11 and 12 
7. May 18.—Isaiah and the Assyrian Crisis 
2 Kings 18 to 20; Isaiah, chaps 36 to 38 
8. May 25.—Jeremiah and the Babylonian Crisis 
Jeremiah 7 : 1-26; 9 :.1-03; 1523-10; 1821-12; 2§ 3 1-143 
26 : 1-24; 36: 1-32; 38 : 1-28 
9. June 1.—The Babylonian Exile of Judah 
2 Kings 21 to 25; 2 Chronicles 36 
10. June 8.—Ezekiel Encourages the Exiles 
Psalm 137: 1-6; Ezekiel 34 
11. June 15.—The Return and the Rebuilding of the Temple 
Ezra 1, 3 to 6 
12, June 22—Reforms Under Ezra and Nehemiah 
Ezra 7 to 10; Nehemiah sg, 8, 13 
13. Jume 29.—Review: Rehoboam to Nehemiah 


pecially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
ne es: 


For the lesson of December 21 illustrations are de- 
fo on the optional Christmas lesson, not on Zac- 
cheus. 





When It Did Not Burn.—The young men that were 
grown up with him (12:8). Sophronius had a fair 
daughter named Eulalia, and she asked his permission 
one day to visit the gay Lucinda. “I cannot allow it,” 
said the Greek father. “Then you must think me 
exceedingly weak,” said the daughter indignantly. 
Sophronius picked up a dead coal from the hearth 
and handed it to his. daughter, but she hesitated to ac- 
cept it. “Take it, my child; it will not burn you.” 
Eulalia obeyed, and the milky whiteness of her hand 
was instantly gone. “Father, we cannot be too care- 
ful in-handling coals,” said the vexed daughter. “No,” 
said the father solemnly, “for even when they do not 
burn, they blacken.” So it is with evil companions 
and communications.—From the Sunday at Home. Sent 
by the Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


The Avalanche.—The king answered the people 
roughly (v. 13). Professor Amos R. Wells uses tnis 
telling illustration: “Sometimes a mountain avalanche 
is so delicately poised that the vibration of a voice 
will bring it down. Many an avalanche of sorrow has 
been brought down by a hasty word.” Carélessness 
in word and action may result in the shipwreck not 
only of one but of many lives—From the Sunday- 
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Lesson for April 6 
t Kings 12:1 to 16:2 


School Chronicle. Sent by the Rev. J. A. 
Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Dro the Pilot.—So Israel re- 
belled against the house of David unto 
this day. (v. 19). When the Emperor of 
Germany dismis his great counselor 
Bismarck, Punch had a cartoon by Ten- 
niel representing a great liner. Bismarck 
was just leaving the vessel, while the 
Emperor was watching the departing 
guide with haughty self-satisfaction. 
The cartoon was entitled, “Dropping the 
Pilot.” And the cartoon represents ex- 
periences in my own life; but instead of 
a fallible statesman, I have dismissed 
the infallible God. I have dropped the 
Eternal Pilot. I have called it self-de- 
pendence, and with a great show of cour- 
tesy I have bowed my Lord out of the 
boat. And then I have taken the helm 
into my own hands, and steered by my 
own counsels. And the end has been sor- 
row and loss—From Dr. J. H. Jowett, 
in the Sunday-School Chronicle. Sent 
by the Rev. W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lan- 
cashire, Eng. 


Not Thy Will, But My Will.—So Is- 
rael rebelled against the house of David 
(v. 19). A story is told of a sick child. 
The physician said he could not recover. 
The pastor was called in to pray. As he 
prayed, “Thy will be done,” the mother 
interrupted, saying, “Not that; my will; 
the child must live.” The child did live, 
and lived to break his mother’s heart 
and disgrace her name—From “Quiet 
Talks on Home Ideals,” by S. D. Gor- 
don. Sent by Mrs. David Dugan, Mont- 
clair, N. J. 


The Palm and the Gourd.—Pride go- 
eth before destruction (Golden Text). A 
gourd wound itself round a lofty palm, 
and in a few weeks climbed to its very 
top. “How old may’st thou be?” asked 
the newcomer. “About one hundred 
years.” “About one hundred years and 
no taller! Only look; I have grown 
as tall as you in fewer days than. you 
count years.” “I know that well,” re- 
plied the palm. “Every summer of my 
life a gourd has climbed up around me 
as proud as thou art, and as short-lived as 
thou wilt be.”—From the Sunday Circle. 
Sent by Mrs._B. G. Dowen, Kingston 
Hill, Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration. 


izi ’s Importance.—Pride 
goeth before destruction (Golden Text). 
A homely recipe for the cure of pride is 
given by Robert Burdette, humorist and 
preacher. “If you want to realize your 
Own importance,” he advises, “put your 
finger into a bowl of waters take it out, 
and look at the hole.”—From the Sunday 
Circle. Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for thy patient love. For- 
give us for adding to the history of dis- 
obedience, and pride. May we see sin as 
it is, and not disguised by false colors. 
Teach us, we pray thee, the ways of obe- 
dience and humility. May we have no lust 
for worldly power, but a mind free to think 
in terms of thy power working in us to 
thine own glory. In the name of the Lord 
Jesus we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Many a fellow in 
school or college has just ached to get 
into a prominent position, —to be boss 
over something. “I’ll show ’em what’s 
what!” he says to himself, as he sets his 
teeth, and clenches his fists. And when 





RIDE 
OWER 


MY CHOICE? 











he is the boss, and begins to “show ’em,” 
—why, just about that time they listen 
at first, and then they laugh, and then 
— well, they won’t follow. That’s enough 
of him. WHaven’t you noticed, too, that 
just when you want to show off your 
skating skill on the ice, or, maybe, what 
a wonder you are on the diamond, some- 
thing gets under your skates, or the sun 


OF OBEDIENCE ; 
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a laugh instead of a cheer? Rehoboam 
wouldn’t learn. d of course, if you 
and I. won’t, —~but let’s be sure that we 
will, —that we will learn what God is 
trying to teach us about the blessings of 
obedience, and the folly of pride. Will 
ou join me m that decision to-day? 
t us pray. ; 

PHILADELPHIA. 


we 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“QO Master, let me walk.” 

' “I heard the voice of Jesus.” 

“Just as I am.” 

“When I survey the wondrous Cross.” 
“Saviour, like a Shepherd.” 

“For you I am praying.” 

“The touch of His hand on mine.” 
“Saved.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in . 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psaim_ book set to 
music, including also some other parts- of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the Unit Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Upon Thy Precepts” (239 : 1, 2). 

Psalm 119 : 9-11. 
“With Childlike Trust” (266 : 1-3). 

Psalm 131 : 1-4. 
“Delight Thee in the Lord” (83 : 1-3). 
Psalm 37 : 1-9. 
“In Brothérhood” (269: 1-3). Psalm 133 : 1-3. 


For Teachers of Children 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Top1c.—A Foolish king, Re- 
hoboam. ‘ 

Lesson Teaching.—Kindness is better 
than anger. - 

Review.—David became a good, strong, 
kind king, because he tried to do God's 
will, Solomon asked for wisdom that 
he might know and do God’s will. God 
answered, I have given thee a wise and 
understanding heart—and more. What 
else did God give to Solomon? . He be- 
came so rich and famous that visitors 
came to learn about his wisdom and 
power and to see his palace and God’s 
temple. 
Illustrations about Divisions —The din- 
ing-room window came down with a bang 
because the window cord had broken. 
Little by little the strands had worn 
away until the last threads snapped. 
Show the strands, of a piece of cord or 


of six strands. 
Cord, Coats.” ; 
A rope, cable, or electric wire keeps 
streng when the strands hold together, 
but is weakened if divided. 
Junior pupils can realize that the 
United States keeps strong because forty- 
eight States are friendly and work to- 
ther. Once the States were divided 
into North and South but they united 
again, and we sing, “The Union For- 
ever.” Repeat the flag salute, emphasiz- 
ing the phrase: One nation, indivisible, 
with liberty and justice for all. Compare 
with the unfriendly feelings and divisions 
in Europe which cause so much trouble 
and sorrow. 


Story Material—David and Solomon 
were kings ovér all the twelve tribes 
of Israel. The kingdom became rich and 
powerful. 

After Solomon died, his son, Reho- 
boam, became king. Solomon was a wise 
king. Our story tells how Rehoboam 
acted foolishly. 

The people asked Jeroboam to be their 
leader and to request Rehoboam to lighten 
their burdens and taxes. Rehoboam asked 
three days for a decision. The old men 
counseled him to be kind— “Hear in- 
struction and be wise” (Memory Verse). 
The young men counseled him to 
severe. Rehoboam followed their advice 
and answered roughly and proudly. 

“Ten tribes refused Rehoboam as king, 
saying, Look out for yourself, O House 
of David! To your tents, O Israel! We 
will choose Jeroboam to be our king. 

Too late Rehoboam realized that ten 


Show a spool, “Six 


and that a kind answer would have been 
better than his rough, angry words. 

Rehoboam sent a messenger to try to 
win them back, but they stoned him to 
death. Then Rehoboam fled back to his 
palace in Jerusalem, having only two 
tribes in his kingdom. His grievous 
words had stirred up anger. 

It is always so, not only with kings 
but with all people. There is an ol 
saying that “Kind words can never die.” 

“Little deeds of kindness, 
Little words of love, 
Make our earth an Eden, 
Like the Heaven above.” 
(Old Song.) 

Closing Prayer.— 

“Help us to do the things we should, 

To be toxothers kind and good; 

In all we do, in all we say, 

To be more loving every day.” 





rope, then wind them. Thread is made 


Peorta, Itt. 


The Lesson Cartoon for This _Week 




















shoots right into your eye, and you get 


tribes had separated from his kingdom 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
A dramatic reading of 1 Kings 11:41 
to 12: 20, 
Prologue: 11:41 to 12:3; Scene zg, 12: 
4 and 5; Scene 2, 12:6, 7; Scene 3, 12: 
8-11; Scene 4, 12 ; 12-16; Epilogue: 12: 17- 
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20. 
W HETHER this story —so essential 

¥¥ to a clear understanding of Hebrew 
history —is familiar or not to your girls, 
they will thoroughly enjoy and catch 
fully its historical and biographical sig- 
nificance by a dramatic reading of it, 
as indicated above. No costumes are nec- 
essary — so vivid are the words of Scrip- . 


ture —-»but improvised ones (draped 
sheets, couch covers, or blankets for 
robes, bright-colored scarfs wrapped 


about bobbed heads for turbans) will add 
greatly to a lasting memory of this les- 
son. But a careful selection of readers 
is the key.to success. Rehoboam may be 
seated on his throne (chair, covered with 
bright-colored robe or curtain) during all 
four scenes, coming to his place following 


be| a reading of the prologue leaving it, in 


haughty yet alarmed displeasure, before 
the reading of the epilogue. “He” should 
learn his part, word for word, from the 
Scripture, as should his’advisers, both the 
spokesman for the “old men” and for the 
“young men that. were grown up with 
him” —in the gay, selfish indulgence of 
the palace liie. This also applies to the 
speaker for the assembly of the people, 
in verse 4, and in that last scene, where 
they return for their final answer, in 
verse 16, closing with that ringing mobil- 
ization command, “To your tents, O Is- 
rael! now see to thine own house, Da- 
vid |” 

If the girls throw themselves heartily 
into the real spirit of this story the con- 
nection between the scenes will be clear 
enough, but, if you feel it wiser, have a 
voice to supply the connecting words of 
Scripture, using them directly from the 
open Bible. If your class is small in num- 
bers could you not combine for such a 
worth-while lesson with another of sim- - 
ilar age? This would leave a group then 
for the audience, as well as supply some 
members for each group which may ac- 
company the speakers.—the elder from 
the assembly, the old counselor, the young 
courtiers, as of course was true in the 
actual happening. 

Never fear about your lesson being 
caught by both the participants and the 
listeners —if the work is at all earnestl.- 
done. The utter selfishness and folly of 
the young king, in reply to the petition 
of his overburdened people, the wisdom 
of his father’s old councilors, the haughty 
superciliousness of the spoiled young 
courtiers and the resulting division of 
the kingdom of David, will never be for- 
gotten by the group who thus acts it 
all out. I know, for I have tried it, and 
find it goes in to stay by such a method! 


Home Study 
Draw a map of Canaan showing the 
location of the twelve tribes and this di- 
vision into two separate kingdoms, with 
the capital of each. 


Decatur, GA. 
te 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Wise counsel. 

Discussion: What makes advice valu- 
able? When two people advise differ- 
ently about the same thing, what is the 
best method of determining whose advice 
to take? 

Objective: Divine guidance. 











AY, fellows, the man who is regarded 
by most people as the most success- 
ful business organizer in the world — one 
who, starting with small means, has 


grown to be the richest man in the world, 
—recently, in speaking of the boys and 
girls of to-day said: “These young peo- 
ple are new people, sent to this scene 





by Destiny to take our places. They come 
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with new visions to fulfil, new powers to 
exploit. . . . They will build their own 
new world, even as we built ours. If, 
however, youth were keen to save time 
and suffering, there is something to its 
+ advantage in gleaning the wisdom its 
elders have won, The rung of the ladder 
that lifts one is not to be spurned.” 

This is frank talk to you, fellows, and 
it would be a wonderful thing if it could 
be taken to heart by every American 
boy and girl. I would substitute only 
one word in that statement. In place of 
Destiny I would put God. Destiny does 
not send boys and girls anywhere, but 
God does. And there is no doubt God 
has sent you fellows into this period of 
the world’s history to train for carrying 
forward the world when the present 
leaders lay down the burden. But one 
thing the great business man said applies 
with much force to the interesting story 
of our lesson to-day. In effect, it is this: 
If the youth of. to-day were keen. to 
avoid suffering and loss of time, they 
would glean from the wisdom and experi- 
ence of their elders. ? ‘ 

King Rehoboam’s fatal mistake was in 
scorning the advice of those Bld coun- 
sellors, and instead, following the hot- 
blooded and_erratic counsel of the young 
sports who hung around courting his 
favor. If the young king could have 
paused and taken down his father Solo- 
mon’s well-worn diary he would have 
found this proverb to ponder: “A wise 
man feareth, and darteth from evil; 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 





The KINGDOM RENT ASUNDER 
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but the fool rageth and is confident” 
(Prov. 14:16), and he might have saved 
himself at least the chagrin of bringing 
down the crash of his kingdom about his 
own head. But no, Rehoboam was like a 
man talking tHrough a telephone without 
picking up the receiver. He was broad- 
casting boomerangs. 

He buried his head in the sand of self- 
conceit while the great typhoon was gath- 
ering to strip him of ten out of twelve 
parts of his kingdom. 

It is a great thing, fellows, to have 
the strength and fearlessness of youth, 
but every good and fine thing brings with 
it some special peril to avoid. At the 
same time, that peril has its antidote — 
and the serum in this case is Common 
Sense. Yes, a little headwork would 
have done wonders for Rehoboam. It 
would not have saved the kingdom, for 
that was doomed on account of Solomon ; 
but it would have lifted a load of criminal 
responsibility off the king’s shoulders 
and saved him many a night’s turning. 

And, fellows, please note that Common 
Sense is spelled with a capital C, which 
stands for Consecrated Common Sense, 
and that brings in Ps: gh religion — your 
belief and trust in Almighty — your 
dependence upon him for a wise decision 
at every fork of the read. When William 
IV died, there was a —s a girl spend- 
ing the night in the palace hey woke 
her up to tell her she was the Queen of 
England. It is said that instantly she 
dropped upon her knees and implored the 
Heavenly Father to sustain and guide her 
through all the untried paths which lay 
before her. And for sixty-four years 
—— Victoria reigned over the British 

mpire in the strength of the Lord. 
England never made F ge rogress 
than during her reign. The eines ‘was 
greatly expanded and strengthened, _ 
prince of India to whom she was giving 
audience one day asked her what was 
the secret of England’s power, and for 
answer she quietly picked up a book from 
a table near by and said: “This.” It was 
the Holy Bible. 

You know, fellows, I like to call you 
kirigs, because you have a very real em- 
pire, yourself, to govern. Many a fel- 
low has had stripped from him ten parts 
of his kingdom — his health, or influence 
or opportunities in life, or some other 
priceless advantage which was his— 
through his own hot-blooded indiscretion. 
Perhaps it was unwillingness to listen 
to the wise counsel of his father, or 
mother, or elders, who wanted to see him 
make good. 

Your empire awaits your wise reign. 
Stop. Look. Listen. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
we 


**Underscored Testaments ” 
in Venezuela 


HE Bible House of Los Angeles has 

had many evidences of salvation and 
blessing resulting from the distribution 
of its literature for Spanish-speaking 
lands. Mr. Ralph D. Smith, its Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, has received the follow- 
ing letter from a worker of the Scandin- 
avian Alliance Mission at Maracaibo, 
Venezuela: . 


We are daily reminded of your good 
work in behalf of South America and 
our prayers are constantly sent to the 
Throne of Grace for God’s blessings upon 
the literature which you produce. 
late we have especially been reminded of 
the great blessings which accompany your 
“Underscored Spanish Testaments.” Just 
a few days ago I had the joy of baptiz- 
ing two Venezuelans who were very 
happy in the Lerd. When they were 
asked how they came to know the Lord 
they referred to a New Testament. that 
the mother of the one had read. She found 
Christ thereby, and when she died she 
left it as an inheritance to one of the 
children, who’ again lent it to a young 
man -with the glorious result stated. 
asked the young man to be so kind as to 
show me the “Underscored New Testa- 
ment,” and when he came with it he said, 
“TI shall not need it now, as I have bought 
a Pocket Bible, so you can give it to 
some one else.” : 


Gifts to this work will gladly be ex- 
pended in circulating this literature. 
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The Whoie Bible Lesson Course 
Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 


Conquest of Canaan. Joshua 1-5 


Golden Text.—Be strong and of good courage; be not affrighted, neither be thou di di: 
4 God if with thee Cai eensaver thou qoest. —=jechee 1 ppt 


* 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons’’ on the Old Testament, running from 
October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, and giv- 
ing lesson titles and Scripture references 
only, may be had trom The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, at 3 cents a copy, or $2 a hundred. 


Fifth Period—Joshua to Judges 
28. Apr. 13.—Conquest of Jericho . Joshua 6 


29. Apr. 20.—Achan and Ai ...... Joshua 7, 8 
go. Apr. 27.—Subjection and Division of 
the Land ..........e.00 Seecceces Joshua 9-20 


Sixth Period—Judges to Saul 

gt. May 4.—Deborah and Barak -..Judges 1-5 
32. May 11.—Gideon ....sseeceeenes Judges 6, 7 
33. May 18.—Samson ......seeeeeses Judges 13-16 
34. May 25.—The Book of Ruth ...Ruth 1-4 
38. June 1.—Call and Commission of 

Samed cc ccvccssvescvececevocscees 1 Sam. 1-3 
36. June 8.—Capture of the Ark ..2 Sam. 4-7 


How to Master This Lesson 


By Frank’W. Lange 
Teacher of Church and Bible History in the 
Philadelphia School of the Bible 


Introduction 


HE .book is properly named, as 
Joshua is its one indispensable figure 
(Num. 27: 15-23; Deut. 34:9; Josh. 1: 
6; 4:14; 6:27; 11:23). Analysis: (1) 
Joshua commissioned (1: 1-9) introduces 
and is the key to the book. (2) Joshua 
fulfils his commission (1:10 to 22: 34): 
entering the land (1:10 to 5:1); con- 
quering the land (5:2 to 12:24); divid- 
ing the land (12:25 to 21: 42) ; dwelling 
in the land (21:43 to 22:34). (3) 
Joshua warns the people (23: 1 to 24:33), 
makes a covenant (24:25, comp. Deut. 31: 
9-13, 19, 24-26), leaves no successor. As 
Genesis is to “the whole Bible, so is 
Joshua to that part (Joshua-Esther) 
which it begins (see Judg. 2: 20-23; 1 
Sam. 7:3; 2 Kings 17: 7-23; 2 Chron. 
36: 14-16; Ezra 9:10-15; Neh. 13: 23- 
27; Mal. -3:7). 
Historical Setting 
God himself points out the historical 
setting: (1) “After the death of Moses” 
(1:1), note the relation of Moses to Je- 
hovah (Num. 12: 6-9) and of Joshua to 
Moses and trace the latter (Exod. 17: 9- 
16; 24:13; 32:17; Num. 13:8, 16; 14: 
6, 30, 38; 27: 15-23). Joshua was about 
eighty-five. (Josh. 24:29; the book covers 
about~twenty-five years), and forty-five 
at the. Exodus. (2) Both Egypt and 
wilderness experiences are in the back- 
ground (5:9, 12) and God’s purpose 
(Deut. 6:23) is, at last, to be fulfilled. 


Geography 


Israel’s camp, in the deep Jordan trench 
and more than twelve hundred feet be- 
low sea level, had, just east of it, the pre- 
cipitous cliffs of the plateau, two thou- 
sand feet or more above sea level, which 
had been conquered (Num. 21: 21 to 22: 
1) and from which Moses had viewed the 
land. North, the narrow valley shut in 
by high mountains; south, the Dead Sea 
for fifty-three miles filled the valley al- 
most from cliffs to cliffs; to the west lay 
an extensive plain, then the swift Jordan 
(at this time— April, 3:15—almost a 
mile wide), then “the plains of Jericho,” 
a forest of palm trees (Deut. 34:3), 
Jericho, and beyond all, thirteen miles 
away, the mountains (2:22) of Canaan. 


How to Study this Lesson 


Joshua’s commission (1: 2-9) underlies 
all future history: The prominence of 
Moses and the Law: (vs, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8); 
Joshua is not to depend upon his judg- 
ment and military skill (v. 8; Num. 27: 
a1; Deut. 31:14, 23); his leadership is 
essential (vs. 5, 6, 9); another covenant 
underlies the Mosaic (v. 6; 2 Kings 13: 





23); where the boundaries will be (vs. 
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3, 4); the five personal promises to 
Joshua (vs. 5, 6, 9). 33 
Preparations for crossing (1:10 to 3: 
14) : instructions to the people un: PEs as 
3, 4, 5, 9-13) ; to certain tribes (1: 12-18; 
soar um. va 1-424 Deut. é oe’ 
osh. 22: 1-34) ; to the priests (3:6, 8). 
What do these teach? 3 ‘ 
- The importance of chapter 2 is: (1) 
that Joshua and the people are~ encour- 
aged (2:9-11, 24; comp. Judg. 7: 9-15); 
see the instructions on another occasion 
(Num. 13: 17-20; Deut. 1:22, 23); (2) 
that Rahab, of a doomed race (Deut. 20: 
16-18), is saved by faith (Heb. 11: 31; 
Jas. 2:25); note her confession (2: 11; 
Rom. 10:9) and “the scarlet line” (a: 
a1; see Exod 12:13; Heb. 9:19, 22) 
which typifies the blood, and that all Ca- 
naanites might thus have been saved (Jer. 
18:8, 9). The word for her occupation 
(2:1) cannot be translated “inn-keeper,” 
though she may have been that also; re- 
member that even the religion of the 
Canaanites was licentious in the extreme. 


The crossing (3:15 to 5:1): the Ark 
(3: 11) is given great prominence (3: 4, 
10, 17; 4:5, 7, 9, 11, 16, 18; comp. Num. 
10: 33-36) ; the interval (3:4) is nearly 
a mile. What was the effect, as to 
Joshua (4:14; comp. 8, 10)- and_on the 
Canaanites (5:1), of the miracle? How 
many memorials, where erected, and why? 
(4:7, 9, 24.) Jordan typifies our “river 
of death,” not physical but with Christ ; 
the hidden memorial is on the spot where 
we died with him (3:3, 17; 4:93 comp. 
Rom. 6:6, 11; 7:4; Gal. 6:14); the 
other keeps that death (2 Cor. 5:17; 
Eph. 2: 5, 6; 1 Cor. 15:48) ever in our 
sight. Thus the crossing is not a type 
of our going to heaven, but of entering 
in to “possess our possessions” (Eph. 1: 
3; 6: 10-18; Josh. 1:11; 18:3). The 
book of Joshua and the epistle to the 
Ephesians illustrate and explain each 
other; one concerns the Promised Land, 
the other the “heavenlies.” 


Preparation for warfare (5:1 to 6: 
5): Israel (1) separates from Egypt (5: 
9 and context; comp. Col. 2:11; Phil, 
3:2, 3); (2) remembers the redemption 
wrought by God, exactly forty years be- 
fore (5:10; comp. Eph. 2: 11-13; 2 Tim. 
2:8); (3) changed from wilderness food 
(5:11; comp. 2 Cor. 5:16; Eph. 1:3; 
Col. 3: 1-3) and experience (5:12; comp. 
Eph: 4: 22-24; Col. 3:9, 10) to what was 
suited to a new life. Both “manna” and 
“old corn of the land” typify Christ; the 
first in his humiliation, the last as man 
still, although ascended to heaven (John 
6: 48, 62; 3:13). The fifth item of prep- 
aration (5:13 to 6:5) belongs to the 
next lesson. . 
Difficulties 

The miracle at Jordan is attested by 
the explicit terms of the narrative (3: 
13, 16, 17; 4:3, 7, 10, 18); by the me- 
morial (4:20); by the effects upon the 
Canaanites (5:1; 9:1, 2); by later men- 
tion (Psa. 114: 3) and a later and similar 
miracle (2 Kings 2:8, 14), twice re- 
peated, at the same place, when men, as 
to-day, had come to question the veracity 
of God (John 5:46; Luke 16:29, 31). 
We must think of Israel crossing in a 
wide front, perhaps miles in length (4: 
10), and not as at a narrow ford. 


Other Scriptures 


The crossing of Jordan is a type of 
the believer’s entrance (by death to him- 
self, sin and the,Law, through identifica- 
tion with another in his death) upon a 
new life and into spiritual possessions, as 
is shown in Romans 6:1 to 7:6; Ephe- 
sians 1:1 to 2:10, and Colossians 2:20 
to 3: 17. 

Reference Literature 


“The Numerical Bible,” the Joshua-to- 
Samuel volume, by F. W.- Grant (Loi- 
zeaux Bros., New York, $2.50 each) ; 
“Christian Worker’s Commentary,” by 





= 


ey 





























Lesson for April 6 
t Kings 12:1 to 16:28 


‘James M. Gray, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $3); “Manual of Bible 
istory,” by W. G, Blaikie elson an 
tH ” by W. G. Blaikie (Nel d 
_sons, New York, $1.75). Articles on 
“Jericho,” “Joshua,” “Jordan,” “Pales- 
tine,” and “Shittim,” in “A Dictionary of 

the Bible,” by John D. Davis, 
(Westminster Press, Philadelphia, ). 
Notes and references in “The Scofield 
Reference Bible.” 
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For Teachers of Children 
By Kate Tarlton 


ELL what happened in Deuteronomy 
\ 2 34. It would seem to us that God 
called Moses away when the people needed 
{him most, but God had a man to take his 
place. Tell what: Joshua had been doing 
up to this time. He had seen God’s mir- 
acles in answer to the prayers of Moses 
and he believed God was able to lead his 
people to.victory. #2e . 
..Joshua, had been a brave, obedient sol- 


dier, and ,God knew hé.could trust him.. 


He spoke to Joshua and told him to take 
charge of the great army of Israel and 
to lead them over, the Jordan to take 
possession of. the land. The very first 
thing God told him to do took strong 


faith. Read it,in Joshua.1:2. The great: 


river, stretched out before them, and there 
were. no bridges or boats. God said, “Go 
over.” But notice God’s promise in verse 
5,, As I was with Moses.” The first 
thing that happened after leaving Egypt 
was the crossing of the Red Sea. The 
Lod divided the waters and let them pass 
‘over on dry ground, Ard now the last 
thing before they enter the Land of Prom- 
ise —they are called upon by faith to 
cross over: the Jordan. River. 

‘The Lord knéw that Joshua would be 
‘very busy, so he told him he’ must take 
time every day to'pray and tead his Bible, 
“which was the’ book of the law given to 


‘MoSes.\' He told ‘him’ to obey all that was, 
written’ in' the Bible. and ‘teach ‘the laws. 


to all the people.’ Joshua was a’ Sun- 
‘day+school teacher, and he had ‘a very 
‘large class. Hé was'a wonderful teacher, 
because God’s spirit was his teacher. God 
said if he would obey Him he would be 
with him to give him courage and victory. 
‘ When God commanded, Joshua did not 
ask any questions or make any excuses, 
but obeyed‘ at once. Read in Joshua 
1:11 the word ‘he sent out. 

Give an intensely interesting story of 
crossing over Jordan. 

Lay stress on the bearing of the ark 
of the covenant and the fniracle of the 
cutting off. of the waters. Describe the 
white robed priests going slowly down 
the bank to the river. Have a picture of 
the ark and tell what it contained. The 
ark. was always a symbol of God’s pres- 
ence and a eee pu bo 55 i ’s 
promise to with his people. e€ peo- 
ple followed the ark. The priests bear- 
ing the ark on their shoulders, stood still 
on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan 
and God parted the waters and kept them 

rted until all, the people passed over. 

ell of the two memorials, 

All of God’s promises are based upon 
obedience to his Word. Joshua did just 
as. God told him to do, and God magnified 
and honored him before all the p€ople of 
Israel. 

Every one of God’s chosen leaders we 
have ‘studied about reminds us of Jesus 
our dear Saviour. The name Joshua 
means Jehovah-Saviour. He was the cap- 
tain and leader of a great army, but the 
Lord led him and he loved to please his 
Heavenly Father. 

Jesus is the Captain of our salvation 
(Heb. 2:10, 11). He always pleased the 
Father. 

Have the class name different ways in 
which boys and girls can please the 
Heavenly Father and be led by his spirit. 


Memory Verses 
Beginners: Joshua 1:6 (first line). 


‘Primary: Joshua 1:9 (omit first sen- 
tence). 


Junior: Joshua 1:8; 3:17, 

Fort Worts, Tex. ° 
‘e md 4 

The Sunday Schoot Times’ books per- 


petuate the weekly message. A catalogue 
sent on request, 
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Where the Rose-Purple 
Butterflies Sleep 


By Charles N. Sinnett 


yA and Nora turned up the old wood 
road that wound in among the pine 
trees, - 

“Be careful,” smiled Nora, when Hal 
began tapping the ground with his stick, 
which he had picked up among the un- 
derbrush, 

“Oh; I was just beating time to the 
tune you like so well, It always wakens 


you up in the mornings, no matter how 


soundly you are sleeping. And you were 
getting very quiet, as your head went 
niddy-noddy as you looked in among the 


pines.” 
“But the rose-purple butterflies are 


‘asleep ‘all around here,” said Nora, “and 
maybe they won’t look so bright if -you 


waken them up too early in May.” 

He lifted his stick and gently tapped 
his cousin Nora’s curls, 

“Oh, there’s nothing the matter with 
my head,” she laughed. 

“*“But I don’t see any sheets spread out 
for a bed, nor even a fairy’s’ pillow,” 
said Hal.  “There’s nothing in sight but 
pine needles. And those might: stick to 
the witigs of the butterflies. There are 
no flowers here, And butterflies like 
sweet things, like some girls. that I 
ow.” ' 

“Oh, there’s one now!” cried Nora, as 
she’ clapped her hands and ran up the 
Down. on her knees she 
dropped beside the three rose-purple 
flowers on the small plant which had 
pushed its way up through the thick pine 
needles. “You beauties! I neyer knew 
fat you wakened so early in May as 
this.” 

“Did my stick do it?” asked Hal mis- 
chievously. And then he said admiringly: 
“Those flowers do look like rosy butter- 
flies. Just see how daintily they are put 
on those stalks. They never get a bit 
of sunshine here; but they are as bright 
as though every sunbeam of May had 
danced over them. Whatever made you 
think of looking in such a place as this 
for such pretty flowers?” 

“Oh, I found two or three here last 
year,” said Nora. “And there’s a great 
- ,more to this flower than you see at 

rst. 

“Oh, the sofa pillows for them to rest 
their heads on,” said Hal. 

“No; the other parts of them which 
are down under the pine needles.” 

Nora stood up as tall as she could, 
and looked eagerly along the wood-path 
as she spoke. Then she clapped her 
hands joyously. * 

“There’s a whole bunch of them up 
by the big pine,” she said. “So I can 
show you what is down here under the 
needles.” 

And when her busy fingers had worked 
for a few minutes Hal saw that there 
were blossoms on the roots of the plants. 
Though there was scarcely a hint of 
color in them, Nora touched them very 
tenderly. 

“These show where the seeds will 
grow,” she said eagerly. “They are all 
tucked away in these safe places, so that 
no insects can get at them, and —” 

“Oh, we can take some of these home 
with us,” said Hal. 

Ht bounded away and brought some 
large pieces of birch bark, in which 
several of the plants were placed, so 
canefully that they looked as if they were 
still growing among the-sturdy old pines 
when the boy bounded into grand- 
mother’s room and laid them in that 
dear old lady’s lap. 

“My, my?!” she cried, with her voice 
full of joy. “I’ve been thinking of these 
lovely fringed polygalas all the morning, 
and wondering if I should ever see one, 
now that I am so lame that I can only 
get a short ways out in the garden. 
Halbert, you are such ‘a good boy : to 
remember me in this way.” 





to,and quit when you want to. 


lars for sending us orders. 





“But it was Nora that found them; she 
has such bright eyes for finding things. 
She called them rose-purple butterflies.” 

Hal’s lips moved as if he were trying 
to say something more. . 

“Yes, you nearly have it,” smiled 
grandmother, “You will get the long 
name of this plant after a while. I use 
the long name for these flowers that we 
did when we studied botany. Now try it 
— fringed polygala.” ‘ 

Hal did so well with the pronuncia- 
tion that Nora, who came in just then, 
said, “That’s better than I can do after 





I’ve tried it twenty times. And, grand- 
mother, it was Hal who wanted to. bring 
= 
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these flowers home, thotigh he did not 
know just how glad he would make your 
heart. And I’m sure you will let me call 
them rose-purple butterflies part of the 
time.” 

“Surely, dearie. You remembered 
from last year where I told you that 
these flowers grow. And you two, cousins 
have done well to find what so many 
grown folks hunt and hunt for, I think 
it is because you get on so nicely to- 
gether.” 

And then grandmother read from the 
book which lay beside her what 
John Burroughs had written, and the 
children’s eyes sparkled with joy as they 
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1 A. B. SPENCER, 


W. S.. Coopar 
{| aninsurance of Ohio, who 
h finds it easy to 
" earn over $500.4 
time. We paid monta sellin 
him $625 for one Comer’ Al 
month’s spare Weather Coats. 


Me a Chance. 














to Pay You100a Week? 


can earn from $100 to $1000 a month 

cash. You can be your own boss. You 

can work just as many hours a day as 

you please. You can start when > cate want 

ou don’t 

need experience and you get your money 
in cash every day when you earn it. 


These Are Facts’. 

Does that sound too good to be true ? If 
it does, then let me tell you what J. R. 
Head did in a small town in Kansas. 
Head lives in a town of 63 ge He was 
sick, broke, out of a job. He accepted my 
offer. I gave him the same chance I am 
now offering you. At this new work he 
has made as high as $69.50 for one day’s 
work, If that isn’t 


| WANT to make an offer whereby you 


liver. We collect and you get your money 
the same day you take the order, You 
can see how simple it is. We furnish you 
with a complete outfit and tell you how 
to get the business in your territory. We 
help’ you to get started. If you send us 
only four average orders.:a day, which 
ou-¢an gét in'an hour or'soin the éven- 
ing, you'will’‘make $100 a weelk, | 


> i? At 
Maybe You Are Worth © 
$1,000 a Month 


Well, here is your chance to find out, for 
this is the same proposition that enabled 
George Garon to' make a clear profit of 
$40.00 in his first day’s work—the same 
proposition that gave R. W. Krieger 

$20.00 net profit in a 





enough, then let me 
tell you about E, A. * 
Sweet, of Michigan. 
He was an electrical 
engineer and didn’t 
know anything about 
selling. In his first 
month’s spare time 
he earned $243. In- 
side of six months he 
was making between 








half hour. It is ‘the 
same opportunity 
that gave A. B.Spen- 
cer $625 cash for one 
month’s spare time. 

I need 500 men and 
women, and*I need 
them right away. If 
you mail the. coupon 
at the bottom of this 
ad I will show you 


In addition to your 

big earnings we offer 
ou a Buick Tour- 
g Car without a 

cent of cost, that you 

can use to help you 

in developing this 
eat business. Mail 
e coupon NOW.} 








and $2,200 a 
month. W. J. McCraryis another man I 
want to tell you about. His regular job 
paid him $2.00 a day, but this wonderful 
new work enabled him te make $9,000 a 
year. Yes, and right this very minute, 
you are being offered the same proposi- 
tion that has made these men so suc- 
cessful. Do you want it? Do you want 
to earn $40.00 a day? 


A Clean, High - grade, 
Dignified Business 


Have you ever heard of Comer Aill- 
Weather Coats ? They are advertised in 
the leading magazines. Think of asingle 
coat that can be worn all year round. A 
good-looking, stylish coat that’s good for 
summer or winter—that keeps out wind, 
rain or show, a coat that everybody 
should have, made of fine materials for 
men, women and children, and sells for 
less than the price of an ordinary coat. 

Now, Comer Coats are not sold in 
stores. All our orders come through our 
own representatives, Within the next 
few months we will pay representatives 
more than three hundred thousand dol- 
And now I 
am offering you the chance to become 
our representative in your territory and 
get your share of that money. All you do 
is to take orders. We do the rest. We de- 





the easiest, quickest, 
simplest = for making money that 
ou ever heard of- If you are interested, 
in increasing your income from $100 to 
$1,000 a month and can devote all your 
time or only an hour or so a day to my 
proposition, write your name down below, 
cut out the coupen and mail it to me at 
once. You take no risk, and this may 
be-the ,one outstanding opportunity of - 
your life to earn more money than you 
ever thought possible. 


Find Out NOW! 


Remember, it doesn't cost you a penny, You 
don’t agree to anything, and you will have a 
chance to go right out and make big money. 
Do it. Don't wait. Get full details. Mail the 
coupon NOW. 
C. E. COMER, The Comer Mfg. Co. 
Dept. BW-616. Dayton, Ohio. 
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listened: “I mu$t not forget to mention 
that delicate and lovely flower of May, 
the fringed polygala. You gather it 
when you go for the fragrant, show 

orchids — that is, if you are lucky enow 

to find it. It is rather a shy flower, and 
is not found in every wood. One day we 
went up and down through the woods 
looking for it— woods of mingled oak, 
chestnut, pine, and hemlock— and were 
about giving it up when suddenly we 
came upon a gay company of them be- 





side an old wood-road. It was as if a 
flock of small rose-purple butterflies had 
alighted there on the ground before us. 
The whole plant has a singularly fresh 
and ‘tender aspect. Its foliage is of a 
slightly purple tinge and of a very deli- 
cate texture. Not the least interesting 
feature about the plant is the concealed 
fertile flower which it bears on a sub- 
terranean stem, keeping, as it were, one 
flower for beauty and one for use.’ 
Fertice, MINN. 








| ‘With the New Books 


Old Testament Conservative 
Scholarship 


This article reviews “The Aftermath 

Series’ of Booklets, Numbers 1, 2, 

and 3 (Lamar and Barton, Nashville, 
Tenn., 25 cts.) 


T IS often said that there is no schol- 
arship on the conservative side, and 
quite recently it was stated frankly by 
a well-known clergyman of the modern- 
istic school, that those who hold to the 
conservative position betray thereby the 
proof of intellectual inferiority. While 
it is hardly to be expected that this in- 
accuracy and prejudice will be overcome, 
it"is at an A. 4. rate useful to provide mate- 
rials which demand the thorough atten- 
tion of the ablest scholars of the Critical 
and Modernist side. This series of book- 
lets is a welcome illustration and con- 
vincing proof to those who do not al- 
low themselves to be dominated by bias 
that conservatism is as capable of first- 
rate scholarship as is their own attitude 
of thought. It will be helpful to em- 
body the substance of the circular giv- 
mf particulars of the new series. 
he “Aftermath Series” is a “sym- 
sium of discussions of the problems of 
ible criticism” ; it is to consist of twelve 
booklets contributed by scholars in Eu- 





rope and America and edited by Horace 
M. Du ose, D.D. one of t 
bishops of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. 

The title chosen for this series de- 
scribes “an exhibit of the aftermath of 
the ‘oe of conservative scholatship 
and the reaction of the World War 
against the fabric of pragmatism and ra- 
tionalism in Bible science.’ 

It is rightly contended-that the radi- 
cal theories of Bible criticism have not 
only built upon an unsound founda- 
tion, the whole question, so far as 
the general understanding has gone, is in- 
volved in a mist of f hilosophical*and the- 
ological confusion. The majority of those 
who have accepted the conclusions of the 
radical critics have done so without the 
means of aes to intelligent proof 
the things acce 

The new fieht which has come through 
Oriental research and the new conscious- 
ness created by the World War have so 
discounted the main hypotheses of the 
higher critical school as to render them 
no longer workable or _ believable. 
Scholars of recognized scientific and crit- 
ical ability throughout the world are com- 
ing, in ever-increasing numbers, to ex- 
press this view, The present and urgent 
need is for a channel for the concurrent 
and popular expression of this accumu- 





Facing the issue fearlessly 





Mr. Bryan’s articles have gone straight to the heart of the 


matter, and show what 


is really involved in the present brought. 


conflict between Fundamentalist and Modernist. 


Shall Christianity remain Christian ? 





seven points taken up is 
vital. 


clearly shown to be essential and 


Massed in convenient form 





are the arguments for the historic Christian faith, and the 
believer is reminded of just what he believes, and why. 


With striking illustrations 





selected from the best of Dr. 


Pace’s famous cartoons, the 


questions at issue are further made clear, and their impor- 
tance shown in graphic form. 


Seven Questions in Dispute 


is the title given the new book in which these articles have been’ 
gathered for permanent use, and increasing thousands will be further 
helped by this handy volume, giving Mr. Bryan’s clear, satisfying 


defense of the Christian faith. 


Will jou not do your part in the &? ver arguments of the writer is that Old Tes- 


conflict that ts now on, by introducing this important book to the greatest 


number possible ? 


A book to order for yourself—and for your friends 





$1.25, postpaid 
The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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lating conviction. “The Aftermath Series” 
is an effort to provide this channel. 

Among the names which sponsor the 
discussions in this series are those of 
Professor Ernest Sellin, of Berlin; Pro- 
fessor Max Loehr, of Koenigsberg; Dr. 
Martin Kegel, late of Wittenberg Theo- 
logical Seminary; Harold M. Wiener, of 
London; Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, of 
Princeton; Dr. A. J. Faulkner, of Drew, 
and others. 

The editor has introduced the series 
with a booklet entitled, “The Crisis of 
Criticism,” in which he reviews the whole 
field of Bible criticism and indicates the 
arguments and conclusions of the other 
contributors to the symposium. It is a 
temptation to quote freely from this ad- 
mirable treatment, but it must suffice to 
say that it is full of impressive and force- 
ful comments and criticisms which go to 


he the very heart of the subject. 


The second booklet of the series is “The 
History of the Israelitish Priesthood,” 
and is by Dr. Martin Kegel, of Templin, 
Germany, The editor provides an Intro- 
duction, in which it is pointed out that 
criticism of the Old Testament has di- 
rected its most determined assault against 
the history of the Israelitish priesthood. 
The reason of this is obvious. The rec- 
ord of the Levitical priesthood is the 
heart of Old Testament history, and is 
also the center of Old Testament religion, 
so that if confidence in the historicity 
of the Levitical priesthood can be de- 
stroyed or undermined, the traditional 
view of the Bible is at once seen to be 
erroneous, and criticism will have ob- 
tained the victory. 

It is further asked with great point, 
what is the purpose at the basis of this 
radical treatment of Old Testament his- 
tory, and the answer is that “it is a re- 
finement of the evolutionistic theories” 
of several nineteenth century writers. 
This contention that’ evolution is at the 
foundation of Old Testament criticism. is 
one that is apt to be forgotten, and in- 
deed is practically unknown and unreal- 
ized by many who follow the critical view 
without endeavoring to penetrate to its 
fundamental principles. 

The purpose of this series, according to 
the editor, is not so much to, 80 into 
the detail of the critical position “as thor- 
oughly to uncover a few of its lines of 
advance and show the perilous risks it 
has taken, and to show to what completely 
unsupported ends the hypothesis has been 
” This is ample for the purpose 
because the problem “turns on a few 
simple points.” Dr. Kegel’s essay is-de- 
cidedly impressive and convincing. The 
author is one of: the foremost of the 


' younger scholars of Germany, and is de- 


ys | 
he question is really as startling as that, and each of the Newer school of reconstractive  crithee 


scribed as “a type and forerunner of that 


who in a better future are to deliver their 
country from the opprobrium which has 
come upon it through being chiefly re- 
sponsible for the promotion of the doc- 
trines of destructive criticism.” Like the 
editor, Dr. Kegel points out that the 
Hegelian @ priori pciia | is responsible 
for most of the Old Testament critical 


scholarship of the present day. 





The third booklet, also by Dr. Kegel, 
deals with the religious reformation of 
Ezra, and again the editor introduces it 
with a very helpful preliminary- discus- 
sion. With real force he inquires how 
it happens that the historical and prophe- 
tical books of the Old Testament, written, 
according to the critics, by a multitude 
of authors and editors, and covering a 
period of four hundred years, “yet ex- 
hibit a cloud of witnesses in practical 
unity as to the history and long ex- 
tensions of the Levitical priesthood in 
| Israel and its Mosaic origin.” This is the 
| eeeeee of Dr. Kegel’s .discussion, ean 
its quiet forcefulness cannot but carry 
conviction to every thoughtful and un- 
biased reader. 

The conclusion to which we are inevit- 
ably drawn by the able and compelling 


tament criticism has proceeded along a 
line of philosophic naturalism from the 
days of Hegel to the present, and as 
Dr. Kegel says, the history in brief is 
this: Hegel begat Vatke; Vatke begat 
Wellhausen; Wellhausen begat Friedrich 
Delitzsch; and Delitzsch is the grave-dig- 
ger of the method which Hegel intro- 
ae for the handling of the history of 
srael.’ 








d| view tolerable. 


MARCH 22, 1924 


The last of these names, that of Fried-: 


rich Delitzsch, is unusually significant 
and unutterably sad. He was the son of 
the noble and spiritually-minded scholar, 
Franz_Delitzsch, and yet the son, refer- 


ring to the Old. Testament, can actually «=». 


entitle his. book, “The Great Deception.” 


ae. 
eA) 


This is the logical outcome of criticism. -.~" 


For when once the accuracy and author- 
ity of the Bible are questioned, it is only 
logical: to proceed to the utmost limjt. 
Facilis descensus Averni. 


a % 
God’s Word to Women 


This article reviews “God’s Word to 

Women,” by Katharine: C. Bushnell 

(to be obtained from Dr. K. C. Bush- 

nell, 127 Sunnyside rs ge plete 
Oakland, Cal., 


HE author of these se states net 
object in a three old way: (1) T 
point out to women the fallacies in the 
usual arguments for the supremacy of 
the male sex; (2) to show the true 
Position of woman in the economy of 

(3) to show to women the need of 
knowing the Bible in the original tongues 
in order to enable them the, better to 


‘confute the fallacies and to emphasize 


the value of such knowledge for the prog- 
ress of womanhood. It is refreshing to 
observe the writer’s attitude to the Bible 
as inspired, infallible, and inviolable. 
Nothing approaching Modernism in any 
degree is permitted. 

One of the main contentions is that a 
woman ‘should interpret what Scripture 
has to say about women because, it is 
suggested, men have been guilty of giving 
wrong impressions of many important 
passages. With this contention it is im- 


possible not to be in thorough sympathy, © 


and Dr. Bushnell is able to prove. her 
point beyond question in several of the 
instances she adduces. All the passages 
where womanhood is mentioned are cov- 
ered’ with thoroughness and ability. 


But the reviewer; ‘while in: fullest sym* “* 
eral standpoint and 


pathy with the 
purpose of the author, is compelled to say 
that notwithstanding the great ability, 
real learning, and true loyalty to Scripture 
shown in these lessons, they blend con- 
vincing exegesis and special pleading. 
Again and again the reader is given 
illuminative and delightful suggestions, 
but side by side with these are interpre- 
tations which cannot stand the test of 
Hebrew and Greek scholarship. In the 
endeavor to prove her contention of man’s 
undue and even unfortunate influence, Dr. 
Bushnell goes to the other extreme and 
adduces arguménts for womanhood which 
are manifestly wrong... Deductions are 
made and cohclusions drawn, which are 
impossible on any fair exegesis, and it is 
to be feared these may do much to spoil 
the undoubted value of the rest of the 
work. Two wrongs cannot make a right, 
and it would be very regrettable, and yet 
not gt all surprising, if the many true 
and enlightening things here presented 
were rejected because of what are as- 
suredly unwarranted views. 

_Among the interpretations to which se- 
rious exception will rightly be taken is 
the statement that the Bible nowhere 
holds Ewe accountable for the Fall, while 
it does hold Adam accountable. Also 
there is an astonishing inference, from 
the silence of the Bible, that Eve was not 
expelled from Eden. Then, too, what 
is to be said of the interpretation of 
“it is not good for man to be alone” as 
suggesting that Adam was already \“be- 
ginnmg to fall,” and that God provided 
Eve to guard him! Not even the great 
name of William Law can make this 
Another statement about 
Adam and Eve is also curious. “The 
first indulged temptation, that is, Adam’s 
wilfully indulged sin (Eve repented), was 
to be as God.” Yet there is nothing in 
the text to ges Be bs distinction be- 
tween Adam and 

The injunction of Paul as to the silence 
of women in assemblies of Christians is 
said to be a quotation from Jewish rab- 
binical literature, and not only not the 
Apostle’s own words, but that it expresses 
what he strongly opposes ! The teaching 
as to the veil in 1 Corinthians is said 
to be due to a mistake based on an im- 
perfect or misunderstood manuscript of 





(Continued on the next page) 
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5 cents each; 
A new. and practical booklet. for Keginners, Primary 
and Junior children, - also for Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools. It contains the Apostles’ Creed, 23d Psalm 
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World offers—This ‘sum includes all por hag 4 
ising, sightseeing expenses. Write today fo 

6. Sailing from May to September. 
GATES TOURS— Founded 1892 
“World Travel at Moderate Cost” 
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| four_ chapters, he discusses the question 
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(Continued from the precede sane) 


the Coptic version, and is regarded as a 
“corruption from an objectionable source.’ 
But this is a view for which no real evi- 
dence is adduced. 

The statement in Ephesians 5: 2 “the 
husband is the head of the wife,” . 
said to mean only that “the husband i 
ahead of the wife,” and refers to that 


time only, a statement being added that |. 


the Apostle does not say in what direc- 
tions the husband is “ahead” or for how 
long a time it is to last. And yet in the 
Scriptures the passage is immediately fol- 
wed by the words, “even as Christ is 
the Head of the Church.” This certainly 
does not mean _ that Christ is merely 
“ahead of the Church” and for a time 
only. The words to Timothy (1 Tim. 2: 
11, 12) are interpreted as purely: personal 
to Titnothy; like the reference to wine 
and the, Apostle’s cloak, and: by a change 
of punctuation, which is not endorsed by 
several leading Greek scholars, Paul is 
made‘ to desire. women to-pray. The 
“silence” is interpreted to mean 
quietness, and this in turn is interpreted 
as “not in absolute | silence.” Phoebe 
(Rom. 16:1, 2) is described as a “ruler,” 


There are other remarkable and impos- } 
sible interpretations, and one or two ref- 
erences to women’s disabilities as involv- 
ing “the. appalling doctrine that: Christ 
though it is 
impossible to regard this as a logical or 
éven a thinkable conclusion. The ulti-| 
mate object of the writer ofthese les- 
sons is “woman’s full equality with man 
in the ministry of the Gospel,” and it is 
plainly stated that “until that point is. 
reached, the Church will ever be maimed 
of one of her hands.” 

While some of the author’s interpreta- 
tions are suggestive, convincing, and truly 
are un- 
convincing and not a= few positively 
wrong. To those who know Hebrew 
and : Greek these. lessons will provide 
material for study, and their knowledge 


terpretations.. But those who are unac- 
quainted with the original languages of 
the Bible will need to take these inter- 
pretations with very great caution because 
of the writer’s overeagerness to prove 
her case. Of Dr. Bushnell’s ability and 
earnestness it is impossible to speak too 
highly, but the inaccurate and impossible 
interpretations given to several Import- 
ant vital passages will inevitably prej- 
udice many readers against the points 
that are both true and illuminating. 


The Higher Criticism in Relation to 
the Pentateuch ‘(By Edouard Naville). 
hen a book, written by one of the 
foremost archeologists of the world, is 
introduced by a leading scholar like Sir 
William Ramsay, and is presented to the 
English-speaking world by another pro- 
fessor, Dr: Mackay of the Free Church 
College, Edinburgh, it is evident that 
it calls for the closest possible attention, 


though Wer: may not convince all con- 
servatives, demand immediate and thor- 
ough: attention, especially from exponents 
of the. Higher Criticism. His eminence 
as a scholar alone. requires this attention, 
and it is inconceivable that the main ar- 
uments here presented. against Higher 
Criticiam can fail to obtain proper weight 
from those whose minds are not already 
blinded by critical presuppositions. The 
book is essentially one to be faced, and 
answered —if possible (Scribner’s Sons, 
New York, $1.75.) 


- The’ Riverside New Testament 
MO gece by William G. Ballantine, 

D.D.).—Another modern version of the 
New Testament. The writer feels that 
something is lacking in all the existing 
ones, even while he expresses his indebt- 
edness to them. He therefore provides 
his. own contribution as the result of 
many years of devotion. Both author 
and publisher also criticize the form in 
which our New Testament is issued to- 
day, remarking that it is unattractive and 
unnatural because of its “dim and 
crowded gray pages.” This is said to 
be accountable for much of the neglect 
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to read it. Certainly the present version 
is uncommonly attractive in form, and is 
rightly said by Dr. Ballantine to ha 

the. “inestimable advantage of colnel 
from a press whose. name is a synonym 
for legibility and beauty.” After hav- 
ing tested the version in several places at 
would seem to be, as compared with 
others of a similar kind, nearer than all 
of them to the King James Version, and 
yet it is quite modern. It will be valued 
and welcomed by many for comparison 
with. other versions, though there will 
always be a difference of opinion in re- 
gard to the precise helpfulness of these 
attempts to reproduce the Bible in a new 
dress. Dr. Ballantine in his preface is 
quite conscious of these difficulties, and 
of ‘how far the ideal of a translator must 
necessarily fall short’ of realization, but 
all such efforts are eminently worth while, 
and it is always of special value to see 
how a capable scholar who knows both 
Greek and English is able to present the 
truth of the Bible in modern terms, The 
title of the book is, of course, due to 
the fact that it is published by: the “River- 





side Press.” ” (Houghton Mifflin: Pat Bos- 
ton, $3.) 
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and the present work, though small in| 
substance, is undoubtedly of the great- | 
est importance. Dr. Naville’s contention | 
is, as Sir Williain Ramsay points out, that ! 


Moses was not merely a historian with | 


leisure but a practical man of affairs 
whose literary work was purely subor- 
dinate to his daily task & leading and 
training a nation. It is this practical as- 
pect, as opposed to the theories of Higher 


Criticism, that constitutes the great ad- 


vantage of Professor Naville’s standpoint, 
and in this little book, consisting of only 


of t'e title with uncommon insight and 
incisiveness. After showing the meaning 
of the Higher Criticism, he discusses the 





Are you interested ? 
be true” ? 


Why Not Attend the 
World’s Sunday School Convention 


Without Money-Cost to Yourself ? 


Does that seem “too good to 


It may be much easier than you think to attend the 
Convention in Scotland next June, enjoy a European 
tour, and come horae with new world-wide friendships, 
new vision, new experiences to enrich your life and 
your work for years to come. 


Instead of just qwondering, will you ask how this can 


be done ? 


The Sunday School Times has a plan to suggest, a 





two methods, the historical and the criti- 
cal. -He shows that the former is poles 
asunder from the latter, and that the crit- 
ical method is based on a procedure so 
absolutely different from that of histori- | 
cal scholarship that it is essential to re- | 
vert to the common sense method of | 
studying ancient documents and trying to | 
understand them in their natural mean- | 
ing. In so short a space, it is almost ; 
incredible that so much weighty and con- 


clusive argument has been included; and | 


even | 


the contentions of Dr. Naville, 


plan that has enabled many others to attend previous 
World’s Sunday School Conventions who otherwise 


could not have gone. 
did it. 


They will tell you how they 





Just ask on a postal card for the “ Giangow Plan.” 
To-day, please,—for time flies ! 
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Take No Chances 
with 
Your Principal 


CONSERVATIVE investment in 

annuity form producing a lib- 
eral income should be of interest 
to you. Annuity bonds produce an 
income that cannot shrink. Your 
principal is safe; payments are made 
punctually; you sun no risk of loss. 
Your investment is secure and will 
be used in circulating the Bible in 
many languages among the nations 
of the world. 


for Booklet No. 16 


American Bible Society 
Bible House, Astor Place - New York 
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HALL-MACK CO, 
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* Helper No. 10—Recitations, Exercises, Son 
‘Pageants. for little people, 20c. Contains an A e- 
gory—‘‘Go and Tell,’ with music. 


Story Cantata—Bartimaeus. Easy dialogue. Beau- 
tifal music for Sunday Schools Se choruses. 30c. 


* Pantomime. “‘ In the Garden’’—Mr. Miles’ famous 
Gospel Song portrayed in action. Thrilling, inspir- 
ing, reverent. ria with music, 25c. 


* Pageants and ogg material for Easter 
celebration by Bn s, 2 Sc. 


JUNIOR CHOIR GEMS—8s5 selections exactly 
suited to Junior singers for general use. $4.5 
the doz.; each. Keturnable sample on request. 


MAGNIPICAT—New S. S. Hymnal. Already in use 
by hundreds of progressive schools. $30, 
$40, $45 the hundred, according to binding. 
ranble sample sent. 








* No returnable samples on * these. 


PACK OFFER —Send 50c and we will mail post- 
er one bah $1.37. Limited to 2 packets at 


this special offer. 
RALL-MACK CO., 21st and Arch Sts., 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





April 13. My Decisions, and What They 
Have Meant to Me. Luke 10: 42; 15: i. 

April 20. Easter a Time of Joy. 1 Cor. 15: 
1-8, 51-55. (Sunrise prayer-meeting sug- 
gested.) ; 

April 27. What Opportunities Do Missions 
Offer for Life Service? Acts 13: 1-3; 16: 
9, 10; Mark 6: 7-13. 

May 4. In His Steps. V. How Jesus Over- 
came Temptation. Luke 4:1-13; John 
14:30. (Consecration meeting.) 

May 1. Being a Christian in the Home. 
Eph.. 6:1-4; Luke 2: 19,52. (Mother’s 
Day.) 

May 18. God’s Holy. Day: What It Is for, 
and Why. Exod. 20:8-11; Mark 2:27, 
28. 


Sunday, April 6 





In His Steps. IV. How Jesus Loved 
and Served (John 11: 3-5; Mark 
10 : 42-45). (Consecration 
meeting. ) 





Mon.—Love without limit (Rom. 5 : 6-8). 
Tues:—Love in spite of failure (Luke 22: 


54-62). 
Wed.—Love and pity (John 5: 1-9). 
Thurs.—Humble service (John 13 : 1-5). 
Fri.—Service with joy (John 4 : 31-38). 
Sat.—Service with truth-telling (Luke 13: 
10-17). 











How did Jesus manifest his love? 
What service may we render to others? 
Why is service worthless without love? 


HE Gospel from the first to the last 

is the record of, and the exhortation 
to, great giving up. God gave up his 
Son, his only Son. The Son gave up his 
glory in its outward guise. Here and 
there upon the earth, he went, giving up 
some comfort for the sake of others. At 
the last he gave yp himself to the cross, 
the cruel cross. Who can measure the 
extent of that eternal abnegation? 


And the Gospel calls for that same 
giving up, giving up, giving up from the 
disciples of Christ. ae lives of great 
Christians show .us that same _ story 
of counting all things as but refuse for 
the sake of the Name. Christians are 
asked to give up the world. They are 
asked to give up the love of the world, 
their last lingering affection for the 
world. They are asked to give up any- 
| thing which might cause a brother to" 


| their lives entirely to the mastery of the 
| Lord the Spirit. No easy road this, — 
this giving up! It calls for all that is 
| heroic in character, — and there is the se- 
cret of why God asks it. 


In some great and. mysterious Pros i 
the depth of which we can but dimly 
perceive, much less fathom, it behooved 
the Captain of our salvation to be made | 
perfect through sufferings. And so it is! 
that God wills with us. 





Each “giving | 


up” hard though it may seem at the mo- | 
ment, is an act which draws us closer | 


to ‘Christ, for when we turn from the | 


| world, we turn to him. Just as the fibre | 





of the wood is toughened by the exposure | 
to the elements, so our spirits are made | 


full-muscled by a Gospel which calls us, | 


ease, but to sacrifice. 

ye 
Even more. For every givipg up there | 
is an adding back! God gave’up his Son, 
but received him back into heaven with 
a new glory, a priest of his redeemed peo- 
ple for ever. The self-denial of the 
Lord has been the seed-plot_of human 
kindness and graciousness. The Cross, 
that awful giving up, has resulted in the 
adding of an unnumbered multitude to 
Christ, who shall ever be with him in 
the eternities. The disciples who gave 
up, all had added grace so full that not 
one would exchange his place with that 
of the worldling. When we give up the 
world of the flesh, we have added to -us 


' not to indulgence, but to denial, not to | 


| 





a new world of the spirit. When we 


nue, 
stumble. They are asked even to give up: 


give up the love of the world we share 
more of the love of Christ. The Gospel 
is twofold: giving up, which is heroic, 
_ adding to, the glory which surpasses 
all. 

we 


That one thing you are hesitant to give up 
—is it because you feel you are weak? 
Christ is strong, and by his grace will 
carry you through. : 


Princeton, N. J. 
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Sacrificing for Keswick 

S THE pledges and contributions 
come in for the work at Keswick, 

N. J., where an auditorium is under con- 
struction and a new dormitory and certain 
extensions to the existing buildings are 
necessary if America’s Keswick is to be 
ready for the Eastern Victorious Life 
Conference this summer, and for other 
sound Bible conferences, there are many 
touching evidences of real self-sacrifice. 

A missionary in Shanghai, China, 
writes: 

As a very small mark of my sense of in- 
debtedness to you and also of my deep and 
prayerful sympathy “with you in your im- 
portant and difficult service I send here- 
with a cheque for $25 towards the expenses 
of the new Keswick buildings, the account 


of which in the Times has been read with 
interest. 


As you read, did the question come 
to you, “Have I sacrificed as this mission- 
ary must have done, in order that God's 
work at Keswick may go on? Am I 
asking Him what my part is?” 

Of the total of $50,580, the minimum 
required for the whole program at Kes- 
wick as announced early in -1923, about 
$28,720 has been received, leaving $21,- 
860 still needed. Contributions and 
pledges may be sent to B. F. Culp, Treas- 
urer, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 


Calendar of Conferences 
Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, March 16-28. 
—Bible Conference. For further information 


address Ven. Archdeacon Armitage, St. Paul’s 
Rectory. 


St. John, N. B. Canada, March 3@:to April 6. 
—Bible Conference. For further information 
address the Rev. A. L. Fleming, St. John’s 
Rectory. 


New York City, April 10.—Female Auxiliary 
of the New York Bible Society, afternoon. 
Core of Miss Wickham, 338 Lexington. Ave- 





A Spiritual Gift 


A Sound Inv ee 
THE ANNUITY Bt BOND PLAN 


of the Board of National Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S: A. 


1—The Board will accept an annuity gift of any 
amount at any time, and will pay you, so long as 
you live,.an income, the annual amount 
upon your age. 

DiaPy tas be 5 bepbeoneeng will be paid to a relative 
or friend, the amount depending upon the age of 
the beneficiary. 

3—The principal of your gift 1s safeguarded by the es- 
sets of the Board, and the honor of the Presby- 
terian Church U. S. A. 

4—The annuity begins the day your gift is received, 

is paid semi-annually or quarterly, as preferred. 

6—Y our gift is a permanent investment, you never suf- 
fer any loss of interest or any costs in making re- 
investments. 

For additional information address 


Rev. JOHN A. RODGERS, D.D., Director 


Annuity Department 


156 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK CITY 


MARCH 22, 1924- 





WORLD'S 


Sunday School 


CONVENTION 


Glasgow, Scotland 
June 18-26, 1924 


The Trip of a Lifetime 


An unusually — op- 
portunity to travel in great 
comfort direct to Glasgow 
—attend the Convention— : 
then see Great Britain and. 
the Continent of Europe. 


Exceedingly interesting pro- | 
— of After a 
ours; large choice of: 


itineraries. 4 


Sailings June. 7th from New: 
York, Philadelphia or: 
Montreal. 
Apply quickly for progr. 

and avaiable s re grams, 
accommodations. ; 


All travel arrangements i 
under direction of - f 
THOS. COOK & SON 
Full information from : 


*“World’s Sunday School Aste. 


216 Metropolitan Tower -_, 
New York si 

















YMNS OF THE LIVING GOSPEL 

158 Splendid Gospel Hymns. 

22 Responsive Readings. 

20c each ; $15 the 100. Low price. 

For Gospel Mestines— Sunday Schools, etc. 
Returnable Sample on Request. 

BALL-MACK CO., 2ist and Arch Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Ghe Sanday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, March 22, 1924 











Advertising Rates 


go cents per line, $12.60 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800- 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. © 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United Statcs and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. 


$ 1 50 Five or more copies, either to 

separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 


2. 00 One ‘copy, or any number of 
$ copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 


In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents“each for foreign postage.. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses -or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 
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+ “Lesson for April 6 
1 Kings 12:1 to 16:28 


Increase Sunday 





| elo cle) Bataroaterbalae 


Do you want new, happy, smiling faces in 

Sunday School —an interested, active con- 

gregation, eagerly attentive, steady in atten- 
i dance, generous in their offerings? 


Ideas That Will Help You 


Churches in large cities, small towns, vil- 

lages and rural districts are accomplishing 
just what you most want to 
do. Whole-hearted letters 

_ to members, illustrated bul- 
letins, programs, and church 
calendars ‘are helping them 
todo this in a dignified, econom- 
ical.manner. They are using 
ideas that were given to them, 
Now you can have the same ideas 
to use. We furnish them free 
with a 


RQIOSLARR 


The Rotospeed is an ideal ma- 
chine for church work. Simple 
and easy to operate, no type or 
cuts, no mechanical knowledge 
necessary. Prints quickly and 

easily anything that can be hand- 
) written, type-written, drawn, or 
culed, at very little cost. 


~—=—4 Free Trial to Churches 

Mail coupon below for samples of 
successful ideas used by other 
churches and complete descrip- 
tion of Rotospeed. Let us tell you 
how you can have complete outfit 
for ten days’ free trial. Learn 
what you can accomplish with 
such ideas. No obligation 
or expense to you. Sign 
and mail coupon below. 


4 THE ROTOSPEED C0. 
PTA Dent. ATA, Darton, Ohio 


MAIL THIS TODAY 


The Rotospeed Co., Dept. AT-4, Dayton, Qhio 
. Please send us successful Church and Sunday School 
ideas and details of your free trial offer. 
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100K FOR 
THE RED RING 
* ON THE 
LUDEN-VELLOW BOX 


MENTHOL COUGH DROPS 
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GIVE QUICK RELIEF 






AR WHEN DID THE PREHISTORIC 
G4! anIMaLs Liver 


WHY ARE 965 DAYS IN A YEAR? 
WHY Was ENOCH TRANSLAT 
ED IN THE 7TH GENERATION ? 
1g CREATION WEEK ENDED? 
Do YOU KNOW THE SIZE OF 
THE HOLY CITY? 
ALL. THESE QUESTIONS ANSWERED IN 
**Before the Foundation of the World’ 
Price 350 per Copy. Write to 
THE VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS, INDIANAPOLIS,IND, 


Ev 








erything About] 
+Cuticura Soap 
Suggests Efficiency 


Soap,Ointment, Talcum,26¢e.everywhere. F led} 
Beep -Om Seen erm e<-foo Dep. V Malden, Mass. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “‘them that are His.” Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them | 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's fritance and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday School Times. 


John Hyde’s Tears © 


HE writer has been reading anew the 

life of that remarkable missionary to 
India, “Praying John Hyde,” of whom}! 
it was said by some who saw him weep 
over the lost: “I could not forget his 
tears.’ And why? Was it not because 
they were the tears of a Spirit-filled but 
broken heart? Of our Lord it has been | 
said that “his whole body shed tears’ —| 
when “his sweat became as it were great 
drops of blood falling down upon the’! 
ground.” Think of it,—every pore of | 
his body pouring-forth sorrow! And we, 
not even our eyes becoming moist over 
our own sins or the sins of others! If | 
through the pores (the travailing hearts | 
and tear-drenched eyes) of the body of | 
Christ on earth to-day, he could but pout | 
forth his sorrow, how quickly the revival 
would come! “Jesus wept. Then said 
the Jews, Behold how he loved him!” | 
Of whom of us can this be said? With 
all our praying and praising, let us not 
forget the tears of Jesus, and that God 
wants us to enter into his sorrows as 
well as into his joys. He that weepeth 
over the lost is he who shall rejoice over 
their salvation. | 





March 31 to April 6 
Mon.—1 Kings 12:1-5. A Cry for Justice. 


It is a calamitous: thing for a ruler 
to forsake Jehovah, as did Solomon; for 
when he forsakes God, he forsakes jus- 
tice and equity. . “At first Solomon prob- 
ably employed no Israelite in drudgery” ; 
but when he turned his back on: the Gad 
of compassion, he seems to have insti- 
tuted'a “grievous service,” excessively la- 
borious, and a “heavy yoke,” galling taxa- 
tion. 

PratsE Succestions: Let us begin the 
Second Quarter as we ended the first, by 
praising him for every God-fearing ruler, 
and legislator, and magistrate; and for 
all the high and sacred privileges of cit- 
tzenship im nations professedly Christian. 
Praise him for freedom of conscience, of 
worship, of religious affiliation. 

Tues.—1 Kings 12 : 12-20. . 
The Kingdom Rent Asunde-. 





Seldom can men safely rely upon the} 
young for the wisest counsel. They are 
too inexperienced, too egotistical, too self- 
ishly ambitious; the blood of youth is too 
fiery. And yet Solomon in his younger 
days had been the wisest of men; but he 
became a fool, and his son after him a 
greater fool. Look out for fame; it may 
breed folly. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Ah, how many 


been true! Pray much for those in places 
of ledtership. Flattery turns many a 
man’s head. -A man’s truest friends are 
those who lovingly (not in a fleshly way) 
help by prayer and counsel to keep him 
humble. Pray! 
Wed.—1 Kings 12 : 25-33. 
Politics Profaning Religion. 

Deceitful above all things is the human 
heart, and desperately wicked; even when 
apparently instructed of the Lord, as Jero- 
boam had been (11: 29-39). Although 
divinely appointed to rulership, yet almost 
his first royal act showed his utter lack 
of recognition of and of reliance upon God. 
How supernaturally short-sighted is the 
natural heart! 

Prayer Sucacestions: Pray for the 
unsaved in your church. Pray for every 





“hardened” sinner everywhere. Pray that 


and how sad’ the cases in which this has |: 





Christ THIS WEEK. Pray for the sick 
and shut-in of your community. Pray 
for your servants and emloyes; and you 


| for your employer. 


Thurs.—1 Kings 13 : 1-6, 
God’s Judgment Predicted. 


“Light resisted bringeth night.” He 
who turns his back upon God plunges into 
darkness and sin and judgment. Some- 
times, though not always, God’s dealings 
with his children are through bodily af- 
fliction. Jeroboam was brought to the 
point of implofing intercession only when 
he was stricken Physically. Has God had 
to thus deal with you, dear child of his? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Hebrew Christian Mission of New York 
City (152 East Seventh Street, the Rev. 
B. Angel, superintendent), and for EVERY 
orthodox mission to the Jews. There 
are many cities, even some small ones, 
having many Jews, but no effort to reach 
them. Pray for all such. 

Fri—1 Kings 15 : 25-30. 
The Evil End of an Evil House. 


“The wages of sin is death.” These 
solemn words cannot be driven’ home too 
often. There can be no efficacious rem- 
edy except that which God himself has 
provided; and even that remedy does not 
become lightly efficacious. God’s mercy 
is not to be trifled with. Feigned faith 
may fool men, but not God. 

Prayer SuccEstions: Pray for every 
philanthropic and reform movement. 
Praise God that American prohibition has 
wiped out over one hundred and seventy- 
seven thousand licensed saloons, has de- 
creased amazingly the arrests for drunk- 
enness, has deereased (according to. in- 
surance companies) the average death 
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rate, and has otherwise brought blessing 
to the country as a whole, 
Sat.—1 Kings 16 ¢ 8-16. 

The Terrors of Civil War. 


Zimri left neither kinfolks nor friends 
(v. 11). It was a custom, when exter- 
mination was determined, to destroy not 
only the house of the person himself, “but 
also the five neighboring houses,” so that 
the memory of such a person “might 
perish from the earth” (Adam Clark). 
Sin’s victims do not stop with the perpe- 
trators only. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Rev. Gordon Watt’s meetings in the 
United States and Canada during these 
first six months of the year. Pray that 
the message of the Cross may be given in 
great humility and power. Pray also 
for the Revs. W. Leon Tucker, Lewis 
Sperry Chafer, George E. Guille, B. B. 
Sutcliffe, and all other Bible teachers. 
Sun.—Psalm 133. 

The Beauty of Brotherhood. 

It is good “for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity,” provided it is “the unity 
of the Spirit” (Eph. 4:2, 3), and not 
the counterfeit unity of fleshly compro- 
mise. There can be no unity of the 
Spirit in any body of believers that know- 
ingly harbors sin. Church discipline, ad- 
ministered in love, is the Church's 
bounden duty (1 Cor. 5: 1-13). 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for evan- 
gelists R. A. Torrey, Norman H. Camp, 
French E. Oliver, George T. Stephens, 
William P. Nicholson, and others of 
whom you know. Pray for all Bible and 
Missionary conferences, Pray * for the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance, and 
its work and workers at home and abroad. 












such as to warrant this gift.” 


time due. 


| | 
What Others Are Saying : 


“T am thinking of applying for an Annuity Bond. 
about $. . . that | want to invest where it will do the most good 
and continue to do good after I pass on. I want it where it will { 

reach the whole Bible and no strange teaching. 
The Moody Bible Institute and ae its management to be 


“It is a great satisfaction to renew my annuity from time to time 
as I know the money could not be better placed. In so doing, I 
can feel that I have a part in the great work for the carrying of 
the Good News to all parts of the world.” 


** 1 want to thank you for the 
me the annuity.. I have always told my friends that I never even 
write for the annuity, that it always comes a little ahead of the 


We invite you to investigate this plan for your- 
self. Why not give us your birth date, and let | 
us quote a rate on a contract to cover your life? 


RocuEsTER, N. Y. 


| 
| 
I have 
I believe in | 


Osweco, N. Y. 


| 
HamDEN, OHIO. | 


romptness always in sending 





Dept..A G. 


153 Institute Place, 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
H 


Chicago, ii 





How I Know God Answers Prayer 


By ROSALIND (Mrs. Jonathan) GOFORTH 


Mrs. Goforth knows because she has proved it—from guidance in the smallest details of life to deliver- 
ance in life and death struggles. An intimate and wonderful record reminding one of the life of 


George Mueller. 





you may be enabled to point some soul to 


$1.25, postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Sireet, Philadelphia 
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Or, The Very Best for Missions 


By PASTOR WILLIAM FETLER 


ECENTLY, one evening on. my pres- 

ent visit to England, I came home 
tired to the house where I was staying: 
A sort of apathy seemed to be slowly 
creeping over me. I was tired—not so 
much by work; work seldom tires me; 
work to me is a pleasure—but tired by 
moving so much in an atmosphere void 
of enthusiasm, of buoyancy. So much of 
Christian and Church activities done in 
an apparent perfunctory way was begin- 
ning to wear down my own spiritual 
frame. At a time when strong keen 
business men bend their utmost energy to 
the accomplishment of their tasks for no 
other than their personal gains, when 
keen politicians would strain their every 
nerve so as te gain the attention and 
goodwill of their parties for the carrying 
out of short-lived programmes, here have 
I come again and again in touch with 
people who call themselves Christians, 
who are supposed to be followers of 
Christ, who are ostensibly engaged in His 
work, and yet some of whom seem to 
exhibit in their activities for Christ so 
little of that Spirit of self-sacrifice, of 
being dead in earnest, one hundred per 
cent. on the. altar—that I have been 
ashamed and shocked. So much of all 
that I have seen has appeared to me “play- 
ing the Church,” “playing the Prayer 
Meeting,” “playing the Missionary Work.” 


If you think that I am exaggerating, 
take, for instance, the usual prayer meet- 
ing, whether in a Church or at a mis- 
sionary gathering, and let me answer by 
asking you a question. When do you re- 
member the prayer meeting which im- 
pressed you as being an actual prayer 
meeting, dead in earnest, a wrestling with 
God, something which could be expressed 
in the words “I will not let Thee go, ex- 
cept Thou bless me”? 


I am tired, very tired of this perfunc- 
tory sort of Christianity. With Duncan 
Matheson, I am tired of seeing “Nero 
fiddling while Rome is burning.” 


But around us, at this present time, 
something infinitely more valuable is 
burning than Rome. “We are _ those” 
upon whom “the ends of the world are 
come” (1 Cor. x. 11). On the one hand 
the air is full of the midnight cries, “The 
Bridegroom cometh,” “The . Bridegroom 
cometh.” The times of the Gentiles seem 
to be drawing to a close. The night 
cometh when no man shall be able to 
work, And, meanwhile, there are yet 
millions of unevangelized people swiftly 
hastening on into a Christless eternity. 
When the Bridegroom cometh they will 
not be caught up to meet Him in the air! 
They are ignorant of the Saviour, they 
are ignorant of their peril. On the other 
hand, war has barely passed and already 
nations are arming anew. Fresh and 
more awful conflagrations, seven times 
more hot, are at the doors. And oh, thou, 
a large, large portion of the Christian 
Church, art thou like another Nero play- 
ing thy fiddle while the whole world is 
swiftly burning away? Men, let us be- 
come serious! Christian women, let us 
be up and doing; let us spend and be 
spent. We must become 


Dead in Earnest 


in these dreadfully earnest times. Soon 
we are going to give an account of our 
earthly stewardship. Are we preparing 
our Balance Sheet ? Have we compared our 
liabilities with our assets? Do we know 
where we stand in the sight of God? 

Let us place ourselves unreservedly at 
the disposal of our Chief! If we call 
Him “Lord, Lord,” let us be ready to do 
His bidding. 

“Go ye into all the world and preach the 
Gospel.” He needs the purest hearts, the 
strongest characters, the best brains. Let 
us be among the wise, and place at His 
feet not only myrrh, but also frankin- 
cense and gold (Luke iii. 11). Let us 
stop saving; let us make friends “of the 
mammon of unrighteousness” (Luke xvi. 9) 
while it is yet possible, Let missionaries 
be sent out by the hundreds; let’ Bibles be 

rinted, and the Gospel preached freely. 

t us not forget the solemn warning in 
conjunction with the announcement “the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh,” that 
also “your riches are corrupted .. . your 
gold and silver is cankered, and the rust 
of them shall be a witness against you 
... ye have hea treasure together for 
the last days” (James v. 8, 2, 3). 

* * * * 


Thus as I had almost become -discour- 
aged, and was about to look around for 
a juniper tree, my eye caught in the house 
of my host, by the piano, the sight of a 
book about the Jubilee singers. I have 
been always interested in song born dur- 
ing revivals and in the colored race. I 
picked up the book, opened it at random, 
and began to play and sing what was to 
me a new song: 


“Mary and a Martha’s just gone ‘long, 
Mary and a Martha’s just gone ’long, 
To ring those charming: bells. 

Crying, free grace and dying love, 
Free grace and dying love, 

To ring those charming bells. 

Oh! way over Jordan, Lord, 

Way over Jordan, Lord, 

To ring those charming bells. 


“The preacher and the elder’s just gone 


ong 
To ring those charming bells. 
My father and mother’s just gone ‘long 
To ring those charming bells; 


“—— Methodist and Baptist’s. just gone 
"long 

To ring those charming bells, 
Crying, free grace and dying love, 
Free grace and dying love. 

To ring those charming bells. 

Oh! way over Jordan, Lord, 

Way over Jordan, Lord, 

Way over Jordan, Lord, 

To ring those charming bells.’ 


By the time I got through with this 
Jubilee song and its quaint refrain so 
full of revival and “religion,” I got quite 
interested in the book itself. I had -for- 
gotten about my apathy. I thought I was 
almost in a red-hot camp meeting myself, 
somewhere in Georgia or Tennessee. And 
so I sat down by the fireplace to read 
something in this old book, published by 
Hodder and Stoughton in 1873 (now out 
of print). 

The first chapter gripped my imagina- 
tion. nay, my very soul. And by the time 
a had finished it I felt myself in the spir- 
itual company of Bunyan and Brainerd, 
of Whitefield and the Wesleys. The 


story killed my apathy and stirred up the 
gift of God which was in me for service 
and not for smouldering. It suggested to 
me the theme for this artigle; it encour- 
aged me and showed me that at other 


’ times, too, there have been men who have 


looked at the things of time through the 
eyes of eternity, who were moved might- 
ily by the Spirit of God to “do exploits,” 
to undertake and accomplish great things 
for a great God and His great cause. 

Of the honey, of which I have eaten, 
I now pass on to others, and may the 
comfort wherewith I myself was com- 
forted become a comfort and an encour- 
agement to my fellow pilgrims (2 Cor. 
i. 4). May this result in an abundant 
harvest of souls! 

Note.—One or more copies of this 
article, with the first chapter of. the 
Jubilee Singer’s. book mentioned above, 
and with the complete words and music 
of the “Mary and Martha” song, can be 
had by beg ag the Russian Missionary 
Society, 1844 W. Monroe Street, Chicago, 
Ill. One copy, 5 cents, post free; 1 doz. 
copies, for distribution, 25 cents, post 


ree, 
Russia for Christ 
By Pastor WILLIAM FETLER, 


It was. felt necessary-that in. the inter- 

ests.of the work I should come for a brief 
season to America. I am availing myself 
of this opportunity of ing before a 
number of our friends, for their prayer- 
ful consideration, the presént situation 
on the mission field. ' 
_ 1,,We. have much occasion to praise 
the Lord for the way He has blessed 
the work during the last three years.. Our 
missionaries. and workers have increased 
from 21, in 1921, to over 150. They are 
faithfully laboring in. a number of mis- 
sion stations. Souls’ are continually be- 
ing saved. bouts: 

Thus, a letter just received from Sister 
Nellie Fetler, about the Russian mission 
station in Riga, which I was: privileged 
to establish only a couple of months ago, 
tells us: ¢ 3 

“Our Russian work is going on, praise 
the Lord! The hall (a former cinema) 
is always full of attentive listeners, and 
we are doing our best for them, though 
our Russian believers’ group consists of, 
at the moment, only about 25 persons. 
Recently a conversion took place of an 
educated man, the son of a Russian sub- 


priest, and he is so eager now to ask any- . 


body he meets if they are sure that their 
sins are pardoned. .A Catholic woman 
came one afternoon to our office all in 
tears; her priest had not accepted her, 
because she has been visiting our meet- 
ings, and he would not absolve her from 
her sins. This was a fair moment to 
show her Who can forgive sins really, 
and to point her to the only Mediator 
between God and man, the Son of. God, 
Jesus Christ. By and by this truth 


dawned upon her, and she went away . 


with bright eyes, rejoicing in her Saviour. 

“But my special joy are the children: 
A small boy, Vasia, 10 years old, after he 
had three or four Sundays in the Sunday 
school, said to me, ‘Sister teacher, I don’t 
know what it is, but when you spoke 


about Christ’s sufferings I had to cry, and. 


when you pray the tears want to come 
into my eyes.’” 

2. We were able to support such a 
large number of workers on account of 
the low rate of exchange on the Conti- 
nent. But within the last six months the 
situation has radically changed. Prices 
have gone up to such an extent that the 
former support is far from enough to 
supp!y the daily bread of our workers. 
Working on the faith basis, they have 
not grumbled. In a self-denying spirit 
they are. abiding at their posts. 

But the situation is vefy critical. Thus, 





in a letter dated February 3, and just 
received:from our Headquarters at 
saw, Pastor Getze, our Missionary In- 
spector, writes: 

“Then I will communicate to you that 
through the establishing of ed ex- 
change in Poland a sudden change in the 


whole economic life of the land has taken - 


place. The prices have risen to abnormal, 
while the dollar with every month is con= 
siderably sinking. In December, we re- 
ceived for 1 dollar 12 million marks, 
while now no more than 9 million marks 
are being paid. A better suit of clothes 
costs up to 100 dollars,-and a pair of 
shoes up to 20 dollars. For my two 
boys I am paying monthly 20 dollars 
school money. Most of the brethren can- 
not live any longer on the present sup- 
port, and we must earnestly think about 
this matter, so that we may be able to 
increase the allowances to the brethren.” 

3. The critical situation calls for one 
of two alter: We must either dis- 
miss about half of our missionaries : 
workers, or the income of the Society 
must be speedily doubled. We have de- 
cided to pray and to labor for the ‘second. 
It would be a calamity to the cause 
of Christ among Russians to retreat 
from already conquered territory. 
the establishing of new relations of the 
British Government with Russia, the day 
for the opening of a wide Gospel door 
into Russia cannot far _ Are the 
armies of Christ to stop their onward 
march into Russia? 

You, my dear Christian friend, are ome 
of those who can dectde this important 
question. May .the Lord remoye every 
obstacle and enable you to answer aright. 

We need at once for the immediate pur- 
poses of the Society the sum of $40,000, 
so as to cope with our pressing. obliga- 
tions: before us, and we are waiting upor 
the Lord to encourage us through His 
faithful servants and handmaidens. 


I expect to be in America but 
a few weeks. 


and any letters addressed to me willbe 


a means of much encouragement and 


cheer both to the missionaries on the field’ 


as well as-to my self. Letters arriving 


commend the whole of the work to the 


consideration and loving prayers of the 


Lord’s stewards. 


To Pastor William Fetler, 
General Director of the 
Russian Missionary’ Society, 
1844° W. Monroe Street, 
Chicago, IIl. 


An Encouragement 
Dear BrotHeR IN CHRIST, 

In reply to your special letter, I hereby 
express my earnest desire that the 
workers of the R.M.S. should go on in 
the Name of the Lord; and in order that 
the Gospel efforts on the field should not 
be curtailed I have the pleasure of en- 
closing herewith my special gift towards 
the $40,000 needed. 


MORE Siuins Civ eee soecethceeeversstas ‘i 
(Please state whether Rev., Mr., Mrs., or Miss) 


Address 


ar . 


With. 


later will be dealt with by, my associates. . 
With thanks for all past kindness, I- 
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